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Term 4 Calendar Events 
 

Tue   23  Oct        Yr 3/4 Excursion Scienceworks 

Wed  24  Oct         Geelong Cup (school closed) 

Wed  7  Nov  1st Prep Orientation  2.30-3.30 pm 

Fri 9 Nov   Parents & Friends Meeting @ Paddock 

Wed  14  Nov  2nd Prep Orientation  9.30-11.30 am 

Wed  21  Nov  3rd Prep Orientation  12.30-3pm 

Thu 22 Nov   Yr 6 Blue light disco 

Sat 24 Nov    P&F - State Election BBQ 

Mon 26-Thu 29 Nov  Prep-3 Swimming 

Fri 30 Nov    Curriculum Day (Student free) 

Mon 3-Thu 6  Dec    Prep-3 Swimming  

Thu 13 Dec            Whole school Christmas lunch 

Fri 14 Dec             School picnic   

Tue 18 Dec   Year 6 Graduation 

Wed 19 Dec           Class party day 

Thu 20 Dec            P –5 Transition day 

      End of year celebration Colour Run 

Fri 21 Dec   End of term  4 Early Dismissal 1.30 pm 

Calendaf of events can be viewed on the school website.  Go to: 
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 

 

18th October 2018 

Strawberry Fair Meeting:  
Organisation of the 2019 Strawberry Fair is going well but we 
still have a few key roles to fill. See below for a description of the 
roles and please feel free to contact me to have a chat if you are 
interested.  

 Auction/Sponsorship- this role involves coordinating 
requests for auction items, setting up the auction tent, 
managing payments and thanking sponsors and donors. 

 Communication- coordination and production of the 
Strawberry Fair newsletter and minute taking at meetings 

 Social Media-  managing the Fair’s social media accounts, 
which includes posting promotions, pictures and answering 
questions that come in. 

 All roles are supported by a team to ease the workload on 
coordinators. 

 

Reading 
 

I recently came across this article on the website 
theconversation.com/au/education about how to engage boys in 
reading and it raises some good points that both the school and 
parents can do to engage boys in reading. 
 

Six things you can do to get boys reading more 
The OECD consistently finds girls perform significantly better than boys 
in reading. This gap can also be observed across the 
Australian NAPLAN   reading data. 
 

Research suggests reading more can improve literacy outcomes across 
a range of indicators. But girls typically read more frequently than boys, 
and    have a more positive attitude toward reading. 
Parents read more with their daughters. This sends a strong and early 
message that books are for girls, as well as equipping girls with a 
significant advantage. Recent research found even though boys read 
less frequently than girls, girls receive more encouragement to read from 
their parents. 
 

So how can parents and educators help bridge the gap for boys’ literacy? 
 

Stop telling boys they only like non-fiction 
To improve boys’ literacy outcomes, parents and educators may look for 
ways to connect boys with reading. This had led to discussion about the               
importance of promoting so-called “boy-friendly” books that boys are 
supposedly “drawn to”, which are typically assumed to be non-fiction 
works, as it’s regularly contended that boys prefer to read non-fiction. 
But this contention is not typically supported by recent quantitative 
research. For example, OECD and my own research suggests boys are 
more likely to choose to read fiction than non-fiction. Encouraging all 
boys to read non-fiction under the assumption this meets an imagined 
uniform preference can       actually lead to negative outcomes. 
Firstly, the reading of fiction is more consistently associated with literacy       
benefit than non-fiction in areas such as verbal ability and reading 
performance. When we tell boys non-fiction books are for them, this may 
steer them away from a more beneficial text type. This is 
counterproductive if we’re  doing so in order to improve their literacy. 
Secondly, recent research suggests non-fiction readers tend to read less       
frequently than fiction readers. So, if we want to increase boys’ reading                
frequency, engaging them in fiction may be more effective. 
We may also be encouraged to steer boys toward comic books. While          
children can benefit from exposure to diverse text types, the reading 
of comic books, e-mails and social networking posts, newspapers, 
magazines and text-messages is not associated with the same level of 
literacy benefit. 
 

In addition, recent research supports the relationship between reading 
fiction and the development of pro-social characteristics such as 
empathy and perspective taking. So reading fiction can help students to 
meet the Personal and Social Capability in the Australian Curriculum, among 
other general capabilities. Instead of buying into stereotypes, we should aim 
to meet our children’s individual reading interests and encourage a reading 
diet that includes fiction. 
 

Continued  on Pg 2 … 
 

 

School Improvement 
On Monday the staff had a very productive day working on improving 
writing at Wallington PS. We had a good look at Writers Workshop and 
Writers Notebook and what they can offer. Research says that theses 
frameworks give students greater input into what they are writing and 
help to engage students in the writing process. Over the next few weeks 
teachers will be begin using parts of the program before we roll it out 
fully next year. 
 

.2019 Staffing Placements 
We have confirmed our teaching staff for 2019 and wish to share details 
of our workforce appointments:  

Prep: Mrs Lilian Moore and Mrs Bernie King 
1/2:    Miss Clair Norris, Miss Tanya James, Mrs Melissa Trezise 
3/4:    Mr Jason Vaught, Mrs Emily Duckett 
5/6:    Mrs Alida O’Brien, Mr Jack Stevens 
Asian Studies: Mrs Judie MacMillan  

Other specialist and support positions are yet to be confirmed but we 
will be continuing with PE. All grades with the exception of  Prep will be 
multi-age. 
 

2019 Student Placements 
Parents are invited to advise us of any considerations that they would 
like taken into account for student placement in 2019. If you would like 
to take this opportunity, I ask that you provide your thoughts to me in 
writing no later than Monday 22nd October. Unfortunately, we will be 
unable to consider requests after this date. Please note that we cannot 
meet requests for specific teachers, but rest assured, your children are 
always our number one priority.  If your child(ren) is not returning to 
Wallington in 2019 (other than graduating Grade 6s) please let the 
school know via the General Office. 
Term 4 Pupil Free Day  
We are mindful of families requiring advance notification of Pupil Free 

Days. It was confirmed by School Council that we will be holding our 
remaining Curriculum Day on Friday 30th November. Please ensure 
you have this date in your diary 

https://theconversation.com/au/education
https://www.oecd.org/els/family/CO_3_4_Literacy_scores_gender_age_15.pdf
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-national-report-2017_final_04dec2017.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eie.12143?journalCode=reie20
https://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=622481487428553;res=IELIND
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/688899
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Western-Australian-Study-in-Childrens-Book-Reading-WASCBR
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/09/why-girls-are-better-reading-boys/571429/?utm_campaign=the-atlantic&utm_content=edit-promo&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_term=2018-09-27T11%3A00%3A44
https://www.aate.org.au/documents/item/1246
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10888438.2015.1069296?journalCode=hssr20
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/46619703.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/46619703.pdf
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/abs/10.1108/CC-05-2017-0019
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/46619703.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1041608013000642
https://www.oecd.org/education/skills-beyond-school/48631582.pdf
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/texting-reading-and-other-daily-habits-associated-with-adolescen/10857408
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009265660500053X
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/personal-and-social-capability/


 

Book Buddies Cambodia  
I went to Cambodia in the school holidays and took 30kg 

of books with me. I also posted 2 boxes of 
books. Thank you so much to all the families 
who donated such beautiful books and 
supported this project. 
I will not be posting any more books to 
Cambodia. From now on, we will concentrate 
on raising funds to print textbooks over there. 

It costs US$50 to print 20 colour textbooks. 
Also, Socheat is in the process of selecting a suitable 
motorbike to purchase. 

Well done and many thanks, 
from Judie MacMillan. 

PARENTS  & FRIENDS 
 

Mangoes 
Reminder mango forms and payment are due 
back by next Thursday 25

th
 October.  Sorry no 

late orders can be accepted.  
 
Next Meeting 
Our next P&F meeting is on Friday 9

th
 Novem-

ber at 9.15am at the Paddock Café.  All        
welcome. 
 

Stay up to date 
With parents and friends by following our facebook page 
“WALLINGTON PS PARENTS AND FRIENDS” 

Assembly Presentations Term 4 
 

19th Oct  – Wallington Idol Winners 
26th Oct – 3/4 D 
2nd Nov  – 3/4 V 
9th Nov  – 1/2 J 
16th Nov   – 1/2S 
23rd Nov  – 1/2T 
30th Nov  – Prep N 
7th Dec  – Prep M 
14th Dec  – 5K 
21st Dec  – End of year Assembly 

 

Star of the Week 

 

PM 

Moore 

 WILLOW F  
For showing your creativity and being a risk 

taker performing your song “Where is 
Benjamin?” at the Children’s Fair.  An 

amazing performance Willow.  Well done!   

 

PN 

Norris 

JOEL M 
For doing a great job handling money during 

the Children’s Fair.  You were able to identify 
coins and you knew how to get equal amounts 

with different coins as well.  Well done. 

1/2S 

Stevens 
BRYN M 

For writing a fantastic procedural text on How 
to Make Lemonade.  You went above and 
beyond to give extra information to your 

audience.  Great job Bryn! 
ELI J 

For doing a fantastic job at the Children’s Fair 
on Wednesday.  You did a fantastic job at 

explaining the activity, collecting the money 
and working overtime.  Well done Eli! 

 

1/2T 

Trezise 

MADDIE R 
For always being a caring and helpful member 

of the class, even when she thinks no one is 
looking!  Keep it up Maddie! 

1/2J 

James 
ROSE A 

For her outstanding improvement in her 
writing.  Keep up the amazing work Rose! 

 

 

 

 

3/4 D 

Duckett 

LILY D 
For demonstrating excellent cooperation skills 

in the classroom.  You listen to others and 
build on their ideas with your own.   

Keep up the great work.   
LEAH C 

For working enthusiastically to make the 
‘Haunted House’ at Children’s Fair such a 

success. 

 

3/4 V 

Vaught 

CHARLEY C 
For your wonderful team work; sharing your 
ideas, solving problems, listening and being 
cooperative with others.  Love the poster and 

spelling solutions Charley.   
Keep up the terrific effort.  

 

5K 

King 

MATISSE H 
For her excellent organisational skills and time 

management when preparing for the 
Children’s Fair.  Great work Matisse. 

SAHARA S 
For her excellent organisational skills and time   

management when preparing for the 
Children’s Fair, and for applying herself so 

well when completing set tasks in class.  Great 
work Sahara. 

Children's Fair 

 

The children’s fair raised a total of $1,015.85.  Well 
done everyone!  The proceeds will go towards     
sponsorship of Jacklyn Annan through World Vision 
and also to a charity to be decided. 

Continued  from Pg 1 … 
 

Six strategies for connecting boys with books 
Here are six strategies you can use to connect boys with books and increase their 
reading engagement: 
1.Just as your interests and views are not identical to all those of the same age 
and gender, boys have diverse interests and tastes. These don’t           necessari-
ly stay static over time. To match them with reading material theyou’re really 
interested in, initiate regular discussions about reading for pleasure, in order to 
keep up with their interests 
2.Schools should provide access to libraries during class time throughout    the 
years of schooling. Girls may be more likely to visit a library in their  free time than 
boys, and as children move through the years of schooling they may receive less 
access to libraries during class time, curtailing boys’ access to books. Access to 
books is essential to promote reading 
3.Keep reading to and with boys for as long as possible, as many boys find 
it enjoyable and beneficial beyond the early years 
4.Provide opportunities and expectations for silent reading at home and at school, 
despite competing demands on time 
5.Keep paper books available. Boys who are daily readers are even less likely to 
choose to read on screens than girls. The assumption that boys  prefer to read on 
screens is not supported by research 
6.Promote reading as an enjoyable and acceptable pastime by being a  great role 
model. Let your children or students see you read for pleasure. 
As a final comment, the OECD note: 
Although girls have higher mean reading performance, enjoy reading more and 
are more aware of effective strategies to summarise information than boys, the 
differences within genders are far greater than those between the genders.  So, 
parents and educators seeking to support the literacy attainment of young people 
through increased reading engagement should focus on meeting the needs 
of all disengaged and struggling learners, regardless of gender. 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0004944114565115
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01930826.2017.1340774
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/eie.12071
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/eie.12071
http://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/Wm6JKfkqU9FfTNhgRQ7z/full
https://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=702325343670795;res=E-LIBRARY
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01616846.2017.1354375
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/trtr.1703
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eie.12126
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/46619703.pdf

