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which is being conducted online in 2017.  The 
survey helps our school gain an understanding 
of how you view our school climate, student 
engagement, and relationships. Our school will 
use the results to inform school planning and 
improvement strategies.  All responses to the 
survey are anonymous and it can be accessed from Monday 
7th August to Sunday 27th August. 
 

Reading Out Loud – Keep It Up 
Reading books out loud with your child is great for 
their learning and wellbeing, no matter what their 
age or reading level. Here are some benefits to read-
ing aloud with your child – even after they can read 
for themselves! 
 

Learning by listening 
As your child begins to read, they learn much more about what words 
mean by hearing books read out loud and discussing new words with 
you than from reading on their own. Reading aloud together can help 
build vocabulary, improve reading skills, and increase attention and 
listening skills. 
Even after they can read for themselves, reading out loud to your 
child can show them what proficient reading sounds like, with pacing, 
intonation and expression.  It also helps them experience the pleasure 
of sharing stories and develop a lifelong love of books. 
 

Books are great teachers 
 

Reading books together can teach your child about different          
emotions and situations and lead to great discussions. Talk to your 
child about the stories you read together – what do they think and 
feel about the characters and what happened in the story? This can 
help your child express their thoughts, feelings and imagination. 
Books don’t just have to be ‘fiction’ to be a great read – books with 
facts and true stories can be fantastic too. Reading your child history 
books, science books or biographies out loud can be just as           
entertaining, and give your child insight into different people, things, 
places and historical events. 
 

Time to connect 
Sharing a good book is a great way to spend one-on-one time with 
your child – you are giving them your undivided attention, being close 
and sharing experiences and ideas with them.  As your child gets  
older and your schedules get busier, reading together can be a way 
for you to connect on a regular basis. 
Reading your child a bedtime story is a great way to get them relaxed 
and ready for sleep – but if night-time reading doesn’t work for your 
family, there are plenty of other times to read together. For example, 
you could have a regular snuggle on the couch with a book on the 
weekends, read out news stories over breakfast, read out recipes or 
the TV guide – or listen to audio books together in the car or on   
public transport. 
 

Extend and challenge 
As your child becomes a more confident reader, you can read books 
that your child could read alone (so they can re-read them             
independently later) as well as books that are above your child’s read-
ing level. Listening to you read more challenging books exposes your 
child to more complicated stories and advanced vocabulary. 
When deciding what to read to your child, let them choose – or look 
for books on topics your child is interested in, ones written by their 
favourite author, or your favourite stories from childhood. 
This article is reproduced from Learning Potential, a product of the 
Australian Government Department of Education and Training. For 
more great articles visit www.learningpotential.gov.au and download 
the app. 
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Strawberry Fair Meeting 
Thank you to all those parents that came along to our first             
Strawberry Fair meeting last night. It was a successful 
meeting and we have begun to put together our organis-
ing team. Please keep an eye out in next week’s newsletter for posi-
tions that we need to fill. The more volunteers we can get will help 
to spread the work load. 
 

School Review 
During Term 3 and 4 this year, we will be taking 
time for self-reflection in order to evaluate 
Wallington PS’s progress over the past four years, 
and to develop a new Strategic Plan for the next 

four years. This time of self-reflection is called a Peer Review and is 
data driven. Two Principals from schools in the greater Geelong area, 
the Senior Educational Improvement Leader for our school and an          
Independent Reviewer (carefully selected and employed) will offer 
advice based on WPS’s data and areas of improvement to be ad-
dressed. Staff are included in this process and certainly know our 
school’s data very well.  
Parents are also invited to be part of this process, if they are           
interested. I will put a call out for interested people closer to the 
review days. The information and data that forms part of the Peer 
Review includes: The Attitudes to School Survey by students, the 
Parent Opinion Survey, The Staff Opinion Survey, all teaching and 
learning data, NAPLAN data, Teacher Judgements against the          
Victorian Curriculum, bullying surveys from students, parent         
transition surveys etc. 
 

Staffing update  
We would like to welcome Paula Walsh to Wallington 
PS for the remainder of the year. Paula will be      
working in 1/2S with Mr Stevens. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Next week randomly selected families will receive an email from the 
school asking them to complete the annual Parent Opinion Survey 

PRINCIPAL NEWS 

CALENDAR DATES 
 

Sat 5th Aug   Walk for Homelessness 

Wed 9th Aug  Debating 

Mon 14th Aug  Curriculum Day 

Tue 15th Aug  Athletics 4-6 Landy Field 

Wed 16th Aug  School Council Meeting 

Wed-Fri    Gr 5/6 

16th-18 Aug  Urban Camp 

Fri 18th Aug  Parents & Friends Dinner 

Fri 25th Aug  Book Week Parade 

Wed 30th Aug  Fathers Day Stall 

Fri 1st Sep   Fathers Day Stall 

Fri 15th Sep  Students Disco 
 

Future event dates are regularly posted on the school website.  Go to: 
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 

27th July 2017 
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 Hand Uniforms 
The racks are full of lots of new items in the kitchen area 
of the hall.  Gold Coin donation per item, honesty box 
near racks.  Donations of clean resalable items are       
always accepted with thanks. 
 

Dinner Meeting 
Our next meeting is on Friday 18

th
 August 

6.30pm at LeLeans – Ocean Grove Bowling Club. 
All very welcome to come along for our August P&F   
meeting along with a social dinner.  We especially       
welcome new faces who cannot usually get to our daytime 
meetings.  Please RSVP to breeschammer@bigpond.com 
for table booking. 
 

Stay up to date 
Stay up to date with parents and friends news by following 
us on facebook 
“WALLINGTON PS PARENTS AND FRIENDS” 

 
 

Star of the Week 

Prep 

Duckett 
THOMAS M 

For great work in Numeracy.  You can count in 
groups of ten. 

 

 

1/2M 

Moore 

RUBY C 
For always working hard at her writing and        

producing 5-Star work.  Ruby, you show great        
persistence and pride in your work.  Well done!  

 

 

3/4O 

O’Brien 

EMILY B 
For working hard to improve your Mathematical 

understanding and being more willing to ask for 

help when needed.  Well done, Emily! 

MALA K 
For working really hard to improve your writing, 

with some fantastic results.   
Well done, keep working hard, Mala! 

 

5K 

King 

 

SKYE T 
For always beginning her work quickly and for 

doing a great job at revising her information      

report by including topic sentences and well       

written paragraphs.  Great work, Skye. 

 

6L 

Lennon 

 INDIA-ROSE B 
For her systematic approach to problem solving in 

Maths.  Your use of benchmarking with          

numberlines; strategy selection; and providing 

your reasoning to others throughout the week 

have been great. Well done, Indi!  

Tired of fighting with your teen?  
Worried about their behaviour?  

Sign up now to our free online program 
for parents of tweens and teens! 

 

Parents want to raise teenagers who are respectful and          re-
sponsible, happy and confident. But, helping your teen         navi-
gate adolescence can be stressful and unpredictable.       Re-
searchers at The University of Queensland are excited to offer 
Australian parents of pre-teens and teens (aged 10-16 years) the 
opportunity to try a brand new online parenting program for free 
as part of a       research trial. The program is based on the    suc-
cessful Triple P: Positive Parenting Program. We are looking for 
parents who are experiencing conflict with their teenager or have 
concerns about their behaviour. You will be asked to     complete 
questionnaires to help test the effects of the program. To find out 
more or register for the study, visit:  
https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parentingteens/project/online 
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