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School Improvement Update 
Over the last few weeks the staff have been working on improving 
our teaching of the writing curriculum. Staff have taken time to 
investigate different instructional models (how we teach) and 
what we can do to improve student engagement in the writing  
process. This is going to be an ongoing process and will develop 
over time. We will continue to use the 6+1 Writing Traits program 
and incorporate this into a workshop/writers notebook structure. 
 

Next week Bernie King, Emily Duckett, Clair Norris, Jason Vaught 
and myself will be attending a day learning about Professional 
Learning Communities and how this approach can assist us in the 
improvement journey we are undertaking. There is a lot going on 
at school at the moment and it is an exciting time of change and 
improvement for us all. 
 

NAPLAN Testing for Grade 3 and 5 students 
NAPLAN Our Year 3 & 5 students will be taking part in the        
National Assessment Program, NAPLAN, from Tuesday, 15th May 
to Thursday 17th May. Each day the children will be required 
to complete tests over a range of learning areas including Read-
ing, Writing, Number, Spelling and Grammar. 
 

Every child approaches these tests differently with some handling 
the situation well and others finding it very challenging. We ask 
that you support your child by not placing any undue pressure on 
them to perform. Our teachers are doing a marvellous job         
preparing the children for this experience to support them in 
their efforts.  
 

A student can only be exempt or withdrawn from this testing with 
the approval of the parent or carer. Schools do not have the      
authority to make this decision alone. If you feel your child needs 
to be exempt please contact me for further information.  

PRINCIPAL NEWS 

Term 2 Calendar Events 

Thu-Fri 3-4 May    P-2 Bunyip Camp 

Thu-Fri 10-11 May  Mothers Day Stall 

Fri 11 May     Mothers Day Breakfast 7.45 am start 

Mon 14 May    P-2 Werribee Zoo 

Tue-Thu 15-17 May  Yr 3 & Yr 5 Naplan  

Fri 18 May     Parents & Friends Meeting 

Mon-Fri 21-25 May  Artist in Residence Program 

Tue 22 May     Lightning Premiership Yr 5-6 

Wed 23 May    Open Day 9.30 - 11 am 

Fri 25 May     Artist in Residence Concert 

Mon-Wed 28-30 May  3/4 Log Cabin Camp 

Tue 29 May     3-6 Div Cross Country 

        Geelong College Challenge 

Mon 11 Jun     Queens Birthday Holiday 

Fri 15 Jun     P-2 Cross Country 

        Trivia Night 

Fri 29 Jun     End of Term 2 Dismissal 2.30 pm 
       

Future event dates are regularly posted on the school website.  Go to: 
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 

3rd May 2018 

It’s important to remember that NAPLAN results provide 
a snapshot in time and are not necessarily the only       
indicator of a student’s future success.  I would like to 
wish all of the children well in their preparations and 
know that whatever results are achieved, children will 
have given their best effort. 
 

Do You Have A Student Starting In Prep Next Year?  
If you have a student due to be starting school in 2019, 
please collect an enrolment form at the General Office. 
 

Keep Calm and Carry on 
Sometimes school can seem overwhelming. Your child might 
come home anxious after a disappointing test result, a 
schoolyard squabble or even a lost library book. 
Here are some techniques you can do with them to help 
calm them down: 
Discuss the problem 
If your child walks in the front door upset, the first thing to 
do is find out what has happened to upset them. Sit down 
with them and keep eye contact. Let them talk and try not to 
interrupt. If your child is upset, even if it is about something 
that seems trivial to you, let them know that you care that 
they are upset. Name the feeling they are expressing. For 
example, ‘I can see that you are feeling disappointed that you 
were not picked in the team’. 
Breathing techniques 
Now your child has shared with you the reason behind their 
anxiety, help them to calm down. This breathing method will 
replenish their oxygen. Ask them take a deep slow breath and 
hold it while you count to five. Then ask them to exhale 
slowly through their mouth. Repeat this five times. 
Possible solutions 
Once your child is feeling calm, it is time to work out ways to 
deal with the issue. Encourage them to think of solutions for 
themselves, and suggest some of your own. If they are upset 
about a test result, talk about how tests just let you know how 
well you are going at one point in time and discuss ways your 
child could improve in that area. If your child has had an   
argument with a classmate, discuss ways to resolve conflict 
and perhaps suggest other friends they could socialise with. 
Most importantly explain to your child that you understand 
why they are upset, and 
that you are there to help 
them get through this 
tough time. If your child 
needs extra support at 
school to get through the 
issue, contact your child’s 
teacher to work out a  
possible solution. 
If your child has experi-
enced a significant trau-
matic event, there are 
many services out there to 
support. You can        

contact eheadspace  
(call 1800 650 890) 

or Kids Helpline (call 
1800 551 800). Each  
service provides private 
and confidential tele-
phone and online counsel-
ling services to young 
people and their families. 

http://www.eheadspace.org.au/
http://www.kidshelp.com.au/


PARENTS  & FRIENDS 
 

 
 

 
 

Star of the Week 

 

1/2J 

James 

JHAI C 
For trying really hard to read his green words 
and using the reading strategy ’chunking’ to 

sound out unknown words.   
Keep up the great work Jhai!  

 

1/2S 

Stevens & 

Watkins 

MAV M 
For your improvement when learning how to 

tell the time.  Well done Mav and  
keep up the great work. 

 

1/2T 

Trezise 

BROCK W 
For his excellent efforts in writing this week 

including some amazing, wonderful, fantastic 
adjectives!  Keep up the awesome work Brock! 

 

 

 

3/4D 

Duckett 

LEILAHNI M 
For becoming the class expert on ‘types of          

sentences’.  Fabulous work! 

BEATRICE H 
For becoming the class expert on ‘types of          

sentences’.  Fabulous work! 

 

3/4V 

Vaught 

  BRIELLA C 
For being a wonderful participant during our 

First Aid training; sharing ideas, asking        
questions and acting out a first aid scenario.   

Great work Briella. 

 

5K 

King 

 FORBES G 
For demonstrating good use of ’voice’ in his 

writing, by experimenting with vocabulary and 
style to match the purpose and audience.   

A great effort, Forbes. 

KAYLA M 
For demonstrating a good understanding of 

equivalent fractions.  Well done Kayla. 

6O 

O’Brien 
Will S 

For demonstrating great sportsmanship in all 
sporting areas. You are always kind and caring 

and willing to help others.  
Well done Will, you are amazing! 

Mothers Day Stall  
This year’s mother’s day stall will 
be on next Thursday 10th May.   
Students will get the opportunity to 
come up during class time. 
There will be a maximum of 2 items per child.   
Gifts range from $1-$5 each. 
Please do not send more than $10 to school with your child. 
A second stall will be held on Friday 11th May at 3.30pm after 
assembly for any remaining gifts. (See flyer in noticeboard). 
 

Next Meeting 
The next P&F meeting will  be Friday 18th May 9.15am at the 
Paddock Café.  All welcome to come along for a Coffee and 
plan upcoming events.  Stay up to date with all our P&F news 
by following us on Facebook.   
Search for “WALLINGTON PS PARENTS AND FRIENDS” 

District Cross Country Results 
Congratulations to all students who participated in the 
District Cross Country at Barwon Heads on Tuesday.  We 
had a really successful day with  great results in all age 
groups.  
 

9/10 boys-  1st- Zander Z        9/10  girls   1st- Minnah E 
                 2nd- Ollie R 
11 boys      1st -Forbes G        11 girls      1st- Mala K 
         2nd - Charlie W                2nd- Ayla M  
12/13 boys  2nd- Will S   12/13 girls 1st- Teagan Z 
                  3rd Tyler C   
 

All the other students competed to the best of their ability 
with many qualifying for the Division Cross Country  next 
month.   A big thank you to all the parents who helped on 
the day, either by marshalling or driving students to the 
event.                   

Asian Studies 
 

This week the Prep grades enjoyed setting up an Asian 
Market. 

 

'Let's go to the market the psar, 

Let's go to the market the psar. 

We'll buy noodles and some rice, 

mee and bai it's very nice. 

Add some fish called dtrey, 

with riel we'll pay.' 


