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Strawberry Fair 
What an amazing Strawberry Fair we had 
on Sunday! We had perfect weather and 
a bumper crowd. I would like to thank 
everybody that volunteered both on  
Saturday and Sunday to help set up, run 
and pack up this incredible event.     
Without the amazing support we had 
from so many families the Strawberry 
Fair would not happen and the sense of 
community that I saw on Saturday and Sunday was a credit to every-
one! I would especially like to thank the Organising Committee who 
guided me through my first fair and who put in the hard work and 
countless hours in the lead up to and on the day. Their work began in 
June 2017 and they are what makes the fair happen. All the feedback 
that I have received from visitors was positive and a credit to your 
passion for the school and the fair.  
 

At this stage we are looking at making a profit around the $25,000 
mark but the final figure won’t be available until all payments are 
finalised. This money is earmarked for upgrading the basketball court 
and some improvements around the school. 

 

Our final meeting will 
be held on Tuesday 
13th March at 7pm in 
the staffroom. If you 
were a supervisor for 
an area please make 
sure you provide feed-
back on your area to 
help us improve for 
2019. 

PRINCIPAL NEWS 

Term 1 Calendar Events 

Thu 8th Mar  Yr 5/6 Golf Clinic 

Fri 9th Mar   Clean Up Australia Whole School 

Mon 12th Mar  Labour Day Holiday 

Tues 13th Mar  Strawberry Fair Debrief 7 pm 

Wed 14th Mar  Parents & Friends Meeting 9.15 am 

      Parent Helpers Program 

Wed 21st Mar  Yr 3-6 Geelong Art Gallery Excursion 

      Parent Helpers Program 

      School Council Meeting 6 pm 

Fri 23rd Mar  Welcome Picnic 5 pm 

Tue 27th Mar  Special Easter Morning Tea 

Wed 28th Mar  Yr 3-6 Cross Country  

      P-2 Easter Egg Hunt 

Thu 29th Mar  End of Term 1 Early Dismissal 2.30 pm 
       

Future event dates are regularly posted on the school website.  Go to: 
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 
 
 
 

8th March 2018 

School Council Meeting Wednesday 21st March @ 6pm 
Further details to come. 

 
Helping kids learn 
letters and sounds 
 

There are lots of 
ways children can 
learn to read. One 
way schools help 
children learn to 
read is by teaching 

‘phonics’. Find out what the fuss is about with phonics and 
how you can help your child learn about letters and sounds. 
 

What is phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching English reading and writing that 
focusses on the relationship between letters (and combina-
tions of letters) and the sounds in spoken words. There are 44 
sounds that make up the English language, but only 26 letters 
in the English alphabet. 
 

Phonics begins with simple sounds, for example the sound 
‘b’ in ‘bag’ or ‘a’ in ant. Later children progress to sounds 
made by combinations of letters, for example ‘sh’ in ‘shop’. 
Once children can hear and say the sounds the letters make 
they are ready to blend them to form simple words. If a child 
hears ‘b-u-s’ as three separate sounds they can blend them to 
say ‘bus’. 
 

When children can match letters or groups of letters with 
sounds they are able to read many words. 
 

What’s all the fuss about? 
In the past there have been debates about the best way to 
teach reading, with explicit phonics based teaching versus 
other approaches. 
Phonics is great for helping beginning readers to work out 
and pronounce words. To be effective readers, children also 
need to understand what the words they read mean – not just 
say them correctly. 
 

In Australia, phonics is part of the national curriculum. 
Schools use an integrated approach for teaching reading that 
explicitly teaches phonics, and also encourages fluency,     
vocabulary knowledge and comprehension. 
 

Helping your child with phonics 
You don’t need to be an expert to help your child develop 
their phonics knowledge and skills. Here are some simple 
things you can try: 

 Try to read with your child every day – read to them, 
read with them and get them to read out loud to you. 

 Sound out words with your child while reading        
together. 

 Ask your child’s teacher what they are working on in 
class and how you can support their learning at home. 

 Try playing letter/word games, like I-Spy, Junior    
Scrabble and Boggle. 

 Point out and talk with your child about the ‘irregular’ 
words they come across, like ‘said’, ‘does’, ‘are’, and 
‘was’ – with irregular words, some or all of the letters 
do not represent their most commonly used sound, so 
they are more difficult to ‘sound out’. 

 Praise and encouragement! Let your child know you are 
proud of their reading and praise them for their effort. 



PARENTS  & FRIENDS 
 

 
 

 
 

Star of the Week 

 

Prep 

Moore 

CHARLIE H 
For showing his number knowledge and the many 

ways he can make 6 (six) in Maths this week.  
Keep up the great work Charlie!   

Well done! 

 

Prep 

Norris 

HUGO G 
For  being a great role model in Prep N.  You give 
all tasks 100%, you’re a great friend to all and a 

wonderful bucket filler. Well done for slotting into 
Wallington PS so well. 

 

1/2J 

James 

THEA G-T 
For working hard towards achieving her reading 
goal, Chunky Monkey.  Keep up the great work! 

 

1/2S 

Stevens 

THOMAS M 
For his ‘have-a-go’ attitude towards his reading and 

writing in the classroom, keep it up Thomas! 

 

1/2T 

Trezise 

XAVIER B 
For being very organised during reading this week.  

Xavier, you were able to independently change 
over your satchel and book box without any      

reminding.   
Well done Xavier and keep up the great work. 

 

 

 

3/4D 

Duckett 

BEN M 
For wonderful work writing a hook to capture the 

reader’s attention. Well done! 

BELLA M 
For using your understanding of place value to skip 
count; firstly by hundreds and then by thousands.  

Well done! 

 

 

 

 

3/4V 

Vaught 

  COOPER M 
For terrific work with sizzling starts writing      

activities and being a wonderful helper in class.  
Cooper you are making some really good           
independent and responsible decisions,  

keep up the great work. 
 

SPORT AWARD GRADES 3-6  
For your effort with running and enthusiasm and 

behaviour in the teamwork and games activities on 
Wednesday morning.   

Awesome stuff students, keep it up! 

 

5K 

King 

ANNABELLE L 
For terrific research and then writing an             

informative biography on her dad. 
Great work Annabelle.  

 

6O 

O’Brien 

 JACOB L 
For being conscientious and hard working towards 
your learning. You always demonstrate a positive 

attitude and try your best in everything you do.  
Well done Jacob! 

Spring Bulb Orders 

Going home today are forms  for an option to 

order Spring Bulbs for your gardens. 

Forms and payment are due by Thursday              

22nd March to the drawer  opposite the office marked 

“Spring Bulb Orders”. 

Delivery will be early term 2. 
 

Wallington PS Welcome Picnic 

On Friday 23rd March we are having a Welcome Picnic on 

the school oval from 5.00 pm. 

All Wallington PS families are invited to a casual evening to 

connect with other families in our school community. 

A free sausage sizzle and soft drinks will be provided and 

“Kelly Sports” will be in attendance 

running games and activities for the 

children. 

Forms are going home today to indicate 

if your family will be attending for catering purposes. 

Please return these to the drawer marked “Welcome Picnic” 

opposite the office by Thursday 15th March. 
 

Easter Morning Tea 

Reminder that forms and money must be 

paid by Thursday 15th March to the 

drawer opposite the office marked 

“Easter morning tea”. Payment can be 

made by QKR however you still must return your form. 

Sorry no late orders will be able to be accepted. 
 

Next Meeting 

Our next meeting is on next Wednesday March 14th at 9.15am 

at the Paddock Cafe. All welcome to come along and plan 

upcoming P&F events. 

Music Lessons AT school  
Group, Shared & Private classes from $16 

2 teachers per group lesson 
Piano, keyboard, Guitar, Ukulele, Drums, Singing  

Vocal group, Rock Band, Performance Group, Songwriting, 
Acoustic Group, Music Theory, Mixed instrument 

groups. 
During School and / or After School lessons available 

Prep to Adult. 
 

Lessons are held at school by qualified and trained teachers.   
Instruments are available for hire.   

To enrol or for more information please contact Meagan: 
mbmt@bigpond.com 

Parent Helpers Program 2018 

Are you interested in helping the Prep – 2 class-

rooms? Then come along to the Parents Helpers 

Information course. The course is two sessions, each 

one hour running on a Wednesday morning after 

drop off. 

We will talk about the types of activities that we 

might ask you to help with and give you lots of tips 

for helping students with Reading, Writing and 

Speaking and Listening. Everyone is welcome in-

cluding parents who have helped in a classroom 

before.  We hope to see you there. 

Lilian Moore and Jill Murray 

Dates: Wednesday 

14thnd and 21st 

March 

Time: 9am  

Location: Hall  
 


