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NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 4 Calendar
Thu 10 Dec
Mon 14 Dec
Tue 15 Dec
Wed 16 Dec
Fri 18 Dec
2021
Thu 28 Jan

Confirmed Staffing 2021

Parent Teacher Interviews
Transition Day P-5
Year 6 Graduation
5/6 Adventure Park
End of Year Assembly 12.30 pm
Dismissal 1.30 pm

Prep
Grade One/Two

Grade Five/Six

Bernie King, Lilian Moore
Alida O’Brien, Melissa Trezise
Tanya James
Lisa Macys, Jason Vaught, Emily
Duckett (Learning Specialist)
Clair Ractliffe, Jack Stevens

All Students Commence Term 1

Asian Studies

Judie MacMillan

PE
Art
Education Support

Naomi Young
Michelle Bishop
Julie Laird, Sally Peter,
Ros Taylor, Gail Lewis
Cho Lay Thomas, Gail Lewis

Fri 12 Feb
Parents & Friends AGM 9am Hall
Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Timetable 2021
In 2021 to accommodate the move from 9 grades to 10,
approximately 200 students, School Council have approved a
change to the timetable and the school day times. We will be
running 50 minute sessions throughout the day. This allows
us to fit specialist sessions into the day and to allow a longer
time in class in the crucial morning periods when students
are at their most productive. It will also mean that the day
will finish at the earlier time of 3:20pm.
The day would be set out as follows:
9am – 11:30am
Session 1 (3 x 50min periods)
11:30am – 12pm
Recess
12pm – 1:40pm
Session 2 (2 x 50mins periods)
1:40pm – 1:50pm
Eating time
1:50pm – 2:30pm
Lunch break
2:30pm – 3:20pm
Session 3 (1 x 50min period)
During the longer session in the morning teachers will be
making sure that they have short breaks for brain food and
mini movement breaks to break up the extra time in the
morning. We have also noticed that during last term when
we had a shorter lunch break due to the staggered finish
times there were less incidents between students and that
the students came in less fatigued for the afternoon session,
especially on warm days.
End of Term 4 Arrangements.
With only one week of the 2020 school year remaining,
another busy and very different year is coming to an end.
There is much to do before the end of the year, including
tidying up and the ‘moving of and setting up of classrooms
for grades and teachers. To clarify some end of year arrangements we include the following details:


Final Assembly Friday 18th December – 12:30pm,
outside, parents most welcome (please respect physical
distancing guidelines).



Monday 14th December 2021 Transition day 9:10am1:30pm for students Gr’s 1-6 (2021)



Tuesday 15th December Grade 6 Graduation @ 6:00-8pm

Last Day of School Friday 18th December
Dismissal Time 1:30pm

Grade Three/Four

Business Manager/
Office
Principal

Glen Lauder

Thanks
I would also like to say a huge
thank you to Miss Taylah Crompton
for all the work she did this year. In
what was undoubtedly the hardest ever year to take on
your first full time grade Taylah has done an outstanding
job of guiding her grade through remote learning and back
to school. Taylah has secured a job at Bellaire PS and we
wish her all the best.
Tutoring at WPS in 2021
The Department of Education & Training has announced
funding for tutoring to be initiated in schools. This is a
direct result of the impact COVID-19 has had on student
learning this year. We are currently beginning to identify
those students who will be invited to join in for this
additional learning support, with end of year Student
Reporting judgements against the Victorian Curriculum
(shown as Progression Points on Reports) certainly being
used to highlight need. This program is designed to support
those individual students whose learning has been disrupted as a result of COVID-19 and will benefit from targeted
explicit teaching in small groups – mostly to focus upon
core Literacy and Numeracy skill development and
mastery. We will also use Term 1 2021 to identify students
and a tutor will be in place from Term 2 to assist students.

The 4Rs: recharge, reflect, reset, and restart
We all know the three Rs of school, but what
about the four Rs of the holidays? Follow these
steps to help your child get ready for the new
school year (or term)…
Recharge
The great thing about the summer holidays is how long they
are! Try to give your child (and yourself) plenty of downtime so that you are all relaxed and refreshed by the time
school starts again. If you can, keep the final days of the
holidays fairly quiet, rather than tiring everyone out with
last-minute activities.

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Positive Behaviour Awards

King

ISAAC B
For making the most of your learning time in
writing and producing quality work. A
fantastic effort! Well done

Prep M

CARTER G
For making the most of your learning time in
writing and producing quality work. A
Fantastic effort Carter! Well done.

Prep K

Moore

1/2C
Crompton

1/2J
James

3/4T
Trezise

3/4V
Vaught

5/6D
Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

Headphones

SAMUEL T
For starting your day organised and being
ready to learn. Well done on showing
personal best effort in your learning
this week Sammy!
CHARLIE H
For continuing to show responsibility by
taking care of your belongings. Well done on
improving in your personal goal Charlie.
THOMAS D
For making good choices throughout his
school day and always following classroom
expectations. Goodluck at your new school
Thomas.
Wallington Primary School will miss you.
BRYN M
For always behaving responsibly both in and
out of the classroom. You are a terrific rolemodel for others on how we expect
Wallington PS students to behave.
Well done Bryn!
MADDIE R
For always making the most of your learning
time and taking good care of your own
resources and the classroom resources.
Well done Maddie!
EMMA N
For demonstrating the WPS values and
following expectations set by the class and
yourself. Great stuff Emma.
BRIELLA C
For always making the most of your learning
time and following classroom expectations.
You are a star student!
JACSON C
For being always following school and
classroom expectations. You always
demonstrate a positive attitude towards your
learning and try your best.
Well done Jacson!

Please note that the student personal headphone price has been amended from $30 to
$25 as we have been able to secure a lower
price through a bulk order. Payment available
via QKR.

Parents and Friends have adapted this
year to have online meetings. A lot of our
events were cancelled but we have still
been able to achieve some great things
and look forward to getting events going again in 2021.
We will be excited to unveil our new graduation tree in
the coming week with the 2020 grade 6s being the first
to be on the tree as a lasting memento of their time at
Wallington Primary School.
Our next meeting will be on Friday 12th February and it
will be our AGM. We look forward to welcoming anyone
who would like to find out more about what we do at this
meeting.
If you cannot make it you are welcome to still be
involved and more information can be found on our
facebook page:

Thank you to all the people who have been involved this
year and for the school communities’ ongoing support.
Parents and Friends Committee 2020.
… from page 1

Reflect
The New Year’s tradition of reflecting on the
past and making resolutions for the future is not
just for adults. It’s a great way to help your child
learn from their experiences of the last school
year and set themselves up for the next. There’s no need to
hold a formal ‘review’, just find some time to talk with
your child about:
 things they did and didn’t like about school last year
 things they feel they did and didn’t do well
 things they’d like to do and achieve this year.
Then talk about what your child can do to achieve their
goals, and how you can help them. If they had some
challenges last year, talk about what happened and why,
and work out what your child (and you) can do this year so
they have a better time. When your child has strategies for
handling problems of the past, backed up by your support,
they are much more likely to start the new school year with
a positive mindset.
Reset
The new school year gives every child a fresh start –
different classmates, probably a different teacher, perhaps
even a different school. At school your child will also have
more independence, responsibilities and opportunities, so
it’s a good time to think about giving them more at home
too. Here are some areas to consider:
 personal responsibility – making their own lunches,
unpacking their school bag
 family contribution – setting the table, putting away
washing
 routines – bedtimes
 privileges – screen time, TV programs.
Restart
A gradual transition from ‘holiday mode’ to ‘school mode’
makes the first day back much easier, so start getting back
into the school routine a few days before the term starts.
Involve your child in getting all their school things ready,
and check how they are feeling about going back to school.

