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Term 4 Calendar
Fri 23 Oct
Fri 6 Nov
Wed 4-18 Nov
Thu 26 Nov

AFL Grand Final Holiday
Parents & Friends Meeting 10am Zoom
Prep Orientation
Yr 6 Photos

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Book Week
Well done to everyone on your great costumes for book week. It
might have looked different this year but to see the students
parade their costumes around was fantastic.
Prep Transitions
As with a lot of things this year Prep transition sessions will look
different this year. Transition will still be held over 3 days but
group sizes are limited to no more than 10 students. Information
has been emailed out to parents with details of times and dates.
The parent info session will also be run via video.
2021 Planning and Class Compositions
There are many aspects of the 2021 new school year which require
detailed planning to be underway by this time. Planning for grade
groupings is commencing shortly and if any current Wallington
students are not returning for 2021, we ask you to inform us of this
asap (other than our graduating Grade 6s of course). School funding is largely driven by student numbers and getting this right is
important for grade groupings, staffing, and timetables for specialist subjects. If your child is not returning to Wallington in 2021 we
need to know.
We will not be formally inviting parent written requests for
2021 class placements as this has previous become unwieldly
and we have been unable to satisfy competing requests for
placements. I have full confidence that our staff know your
child, know which groupings to place them in or not place them in
and with a school size of approximately 205 students in 2021,
there are options to ensure individual student needs can be accommodated.
Hay fever/Grass pollen season
Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are
triggered by an uncommon combination of
high grass pollen levels and a certain type
of thunderstorm, resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a short period of time.

22nd October 2020

Year 3 to Year 6: Helping Your Child to Read
Here are some tips to encourage
reading:
 It is recommended that you continue to read together in the later
primary years, even if your child is
reading independently.
 Take your child to the local library
often so they can choose, borrow
and renew books. Taking your
child to the library at the beginning
of school holidays encourages
weeks of independent
reading.
 Encourage your child to borrow from their school library as
well.
 If your child likes an author, find another book or a series of
books by the same author.
 Encourage your child to read about their favourite author or
illustrator at their website.
 Introduce your child to read different genres such as
fantasy, science-fiction, action and adventure.
 Introduce your child to reading different types of texts, such
as poems, music lyrics, and short plays.
 Encourage your child to read non-fiction. The newspaper or
an online encyclopaedia might be a good start, but your
child might also be interested in history books or autobiographies of their favourite sportsperson or celebrity.
 Encourage your child to use a dictionary to look up words
they might not understand.
 Allow your child to play age-appropriate video games that
require reading.
Book Chat
Book chat is an important strategy to help your child to reflect
more deeply on the content and meaning of their favourite
books. In the early years, prep to Year 2, Literacy, book chat
questions related mainly to recalling information on plot and
character. These questions are still very important to ask when
your child is in primary school. As your child moves through
primary school, add more questions when discussing the book
you are reading together, or when discussing the book your
child is reading independently.
Some further questions might include:
 Does the main character change in the story?
How does the character change?
 If you could change the ending of this book, what
would it be?
 What do you think is the story’s main message?
 What is your opinion about the story’s main message?
 Can you relate the story or message to another
event or issue?
 How could other people see it differently?

Sunsmart hats are now available for purchase via QKR.
Sizes are: S (55 cm); M (57 cm) L (59 cm) and XL (61
cm). Once payment is made, hat will be sent home with

People with a history of asthma, undiagnosed asthma or hay fever
are at an increased risk of epidemic thunderstorm asthma during
this time. Having both hay fever and asthma that are poorly
managed increases the risk further.

your child.

More than ever before, this year it’s important for staff and
students to manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, as these
conditions can produce symptoms that are similar to coronavirus
(COVID-19) such as runny nose, cough or shortness of breath.
Please see the information at the end of the newsletter for more
information.

Art smocks
We are in need of art smocks. If parents
have any old shirts that can be donated,
please send this via your child for
Mrs Bishop in the art room.
Thank you.

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Front Cover Diary Design 2021

Minnah
in
5/6D
has
designed the cover of next
year’s 2021 student diary.
Her beautiful tree design
reflects on our school values
and the Wallington Primary
environment. Minnah has
done such an amazing job of
this drawing, thank you and
well done!

Mangoes
Our annual mango drive is
on again. Mangoes are
$25 a tray and are
delivered fresh from the
farm. All orders and payment VIA QKR ONLY. There is
no need to fill in an order form. All orders via QKR
must be in by Wednesday 28th October. Delivery of
mangoes will be mid December. Any questions or
queries, please call Kate Fenwick: 0402 207 811.
*Please note that while every effort will be made to deliver
your orders to your School/Club/Organisation on the preferred delivery date, however the occasional delivery may
be delayed due to logistical difficulties beyond our control.
Your coordinator will notify you of any changes.
Stay up to date

You can stay up to date with parents and friends news
Grade 1/2 STEM Project
The grade 1/2 students have been planning and creating the and activities by following us on facebook. Search for
three little pigs house in STEM this term. The house has to be “WALLINGTON PS PARENTS AND FRIENDS”.
strong enough to withstand the huff and the puff of the Big Bad
Wolf! They are having a lot of
fun creating their houses!

