WALLINGTON Primary School
NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 3
Thu 30 Jul
Wed 12 Aug

Prep School Nurse Visit (note change of date)
Parents & Friends Meeting 10.30 am

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
What a week so far!
No doubt you are all staying up to date with the latest information
regarding COVID-19 and what is happening across Victoria,
nearby, and within our region. It is important that we as parents
and guardians remain calm during these times and have optimistic
conversations with our children. While we may be fearful or
worried at times, we need to parent and hopefully alleviate or
prevent worry in our children. Be conscious of how you are feeling
and what conversations are being had around sensitive ears.
The current advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s is that
schools continue to be safe places to learn and work and that
schools across rural and regional Victoria – including ours – are
able to continue operating as normal. It is worth noting than
schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire have moved
to remote learning for Foundation to Year 10 to avoid more than
700,000 students and their families moving around that area,
rather than because schools are unsafe.
As you may be aware, some schools in our region have been closed
and quickly reopened due to suspected cases of coronavirus
(COVID-19). However, the health advice is that unless otherwise
directed, schools can continue to operate while observing health
measures recommended by the Victorian Chief Health Officer.
This includes implementing a range of measures to reduce the risk
of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in school settings,
including social distancing for adults, increased cleaning. The
wearing of masks for children over the age of 12 is not compulsory
in regional and rural, however students or staff in our school can
choose to do so. The Department of Education and Training and
the Department of Health and Human Services have introduced
comprehensive procedures to manage suspected or confirmed
cases in schools. Where there is any risk to the health of students
or staff they act quickly to manage it, including closing the school
to allow for contact tracing and cleaning if required.
I understand this is a time of heightened anxiety, but please rest
assured our school is taking all necessary precautions to ensure a
safe learning and working environment for our students and staff.
If you would like health information from the Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS), you can visit:
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
As the current situation is still evolving, I will do my best to keep
you all in the loop with the advice and information supplied to me
by the Department of Education and Training (DET). In my
experience, sometimes the Government makes the announcement
via media and it will take DET some time to provide resources or
advice to principals and schools. Please be patient.
In the event I am made aware of a case at WPS, I will follow the
protocols set out by DHHS. I notify DET and then my boss would
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guide me through communications to you and what the
next steps would be. These are certainly tricky times and
again, I ask you to work with us and also supporting each
other (and any other schools) by staying optimistic. We are
‘business as usual’. That means that school is on, staff are
not able to prepare or send home work to families who
have elected to stay at home. I respect each family’s
decision at this point in time but please be aware that I
have to follow DET’s instructions.
Hopefully these are a few reassuring dot points:
 Based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer, (CHO)
schools across rural and regional Victoria are operating
as normal.
 You are continuing to follow the advice of the CHO
which includes implementing a range of hygiene
measures to reduce transmission.
 The Department of Education and Training has
comprehensive procedures in place with the
Department of Health and Human Services to manage
suspected or confirmed cases in schools. The advice
from the Chief Health Officer is that unless schools have
a student or staff member who is a confirmed case and/
or has been in close contact with a confirmed case,
schools do not need to take further action, unless
directed to do so by DHHS.
 Please be assured our school is taking all necessary
precautions to ensure a safe learning and working
environment for our students and staff.
 If you would like health information you can visit
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus or DET Coronavirus
(COVID19) advice and the DHHS hotline is
1800 675 398.
Operations Guide
One of DET’s resources for principals at the moment is an
Operation Guide. These have provided great advice and
support for me leading through this situation. DET update
this guide as required and it gives me a great reference
point to make decisions that I don’t normally have to make.
The advice around “Management of an unwell student or
staff member” is very clear. If your child comes home and
says they have had a CRT (Casual Replacement Teacher) it
may be due to the staff member being unwell “with flu like
symptoms” or even due to a Professional Practice Day (like
a planning day) – there are numerous reasons why CRTs
are employed in schools. I have asked staff to be vigilant
about their own health and the health of students in their
care too. If a staff member presents to me unwell, I send
them home. Similarly, if your child develops or presents
with “flu like symptoms” we will notify you and ask you to
collect your child. Please understand that these actions are
to keep our community as healthy as possible in this
current situation.
Allergies
We have a number of students with different sorts of allergies across all year levels at WPS and it is something we all
need to be aware of. Some common allergies include dust,
pollens, various foods but in particular nuts. We have in
place a number of strategies to reduce the risk of exposure,
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PARENTS & FRIENDS
Positive Behaviour Awards

King

ALASTAIR B
For being very responsible at school by
always being ready to learn, starting his
work straight away and caring for others
and the environment. Well done, Alastair.

Prep M

WYLIE P
For being focussed and concentrating on his
reading during Independent reading time.
Great effort Wylie!

Prep K

Moore

Next meeting
The next P&F Meeting is on
Wednesday 12th August at
10.30am via Zoom.
Stay Up To Date
By following us on Facebook. Search for
“WALLINGTON PS PARENTS AND FRIENDS”
And request to join.

GRACE C
For showing great responsibility within the
classroom and making the most of your
1/2C
learning time. You have had a fantastic first
Crompton week in 1/2C Grace, keep up the hard work!

1/2J
James

1/2R
Ractliffe

3/4T
Trezise

3/4V
Vaught

5/6D
Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

JAMES S
For continuing to make great choices
throughout the week and making the most
of his learning time. Well done on being a
responsible lear ner .
OWEN S
For always making good choices in and out
of the classroom - you are a good friend to
many. You always make sure your peers
and ok if someone's bucket is empty.
What a superstar.
MILEY L-P
For showing responsibility by asking for
help when she needed it and not taking the
easy way out. I’m really proud of you
Miley, you have been
making some good choices.

Dear Parents / Guardians,
Nude Food Day is tomorrow Friday 24th July.
Reminder to pack a ‘nude food’ lunchbox. Try to
pack a lunch box on that day that has no single use
plastic (gladwrap, chip wrappers, yogurt tubs etc.)
on this day.
This is part of our project on biodiversity, we are
taking action to reduce single use plastic.
The class with the most students who brought a
nude food lunch box will be rewarded and so will
our Earth!
Kind regards
Bella, Jasmine and Leah 5/6D

THEA G-T
For taking chances and making the most of
your learning. Thea, great stuff.
MINNAH E
For having such a positive attitude towards
your learning. You make the most of
learning time and put in a lot of effort.
Well done!
COOPER M
For being a responsible learner. You are
working hard to improve your mathematical
understanding. You are gaining confidence
and are becoming more willing to challenge
yourself, which is great to see.
Well done Cooper!

The Scholastic book catalogue (Issue 5) went home on
Friday. Please place orders online as normal by Friday,
24th July as I will be finalising the order on Saturday.
Hopefully delivery delays will be minimal and with no
school holidays adding further delays you’ll receive your
books a lot quicker this time. Thank you all for your
patience with the delivery disruptions due to Covid-19.
Its great to still see so many orders as every order earns
the school reward dollars which can be spent on
educational resources.
Jane, BookClub Co-ordinator
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such as not sharing food, hand washings and cleaning to name a few. It is not recommended that
schools ban foods but we ask that parents try to limit the sending along of foods containing nuts and if
a child has them they may be asked to eat in a particular area and to immediately wash their hands/
face. Thanks for your help.
Assembly
One of the things that we are missing at the moment is gathering as a group for assemblies and
welcoming our parents to participate. Over the next few weeks we are looking into ways that we can broadcast our
assemblies in a safe manner so that other grades can see the captains in action and parents can view as well. When we have
figured out how this can happen and the logistics and more importantly the safety aspect we will let you know. It has been a
rite of passage for captains to run assembly and hopefully we can bring some form of that back in the near future.

