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Term 1 Calendar
Sat 27 Feb
Tue 2 Mar
Mon 8 Mar
Wed 10 Mar
Fri 12 Mar
Fri 12 Mar
Wed 17 Mar
Thu 18 Mar

Working Bee
Bravehearts Incursion 10am Prep-2
Labour Day Public Holiday - School Closed
School Council Meeting 6:30pm
P&F Meeting 9am School Hall
Family Picnic 5pm School Oval
Healthy Harold Incursion 9:30am-11:30am
Healthy Harold Incursion 9:30am-12pm
Pls note amendment to Healthy Harold dates

Fri 26 Mar
Cross Country Grade 3-6
Tue 30 Mar
Easter Morning Tea
Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Working Bee Saturday 27th February 8:30am – 11am
On Saturday 27th Feb we are holding a working bee at school. Jobs
will include:

Clean up and renewing soft fall on the playgrounds

Sandpit clean up

Ga Ga pit clean up

Garden bed preparation

Chook shed clean up and renewal

General tidy and clean up
We would love to have as many volunteers as possible. If you
could bring along garden tools (rakes, shovels, etc) and if you have
a blower and mower that would be great.
School Council Elections
Thank you to everyone that nominated to be part of the 2021
Wallington PS School Council. Nominations matched the number of
vacancies and there is no need for an election. I am very pleased to
announce this year’s council is:

Danielle Wilks

Daniel Peyton

Glenn Smethurst

Lisa Dyson

Catherine Kjaerstad

Natalie Baensch (new member)

Tanya Hayward (new member)

Tanya James (staff member)

TBC (staff member)

Glen Lauder
I would like to welcome aboard our new members and also thank
our retiring members Michelle Riches and Matthew Robertson.
School council is a big commitment and I thank them for their
service. First meeting of the new council will be on Wednesday 10th
March @6:30pm.
Do You Have A Student Starting In Prep Next Year?
If you have a student due to be starting school in 2022, please contact the Office for an enrolment form via wallington.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Wallington PS is now zoned and is
required to restrict enrolments to keep our student numbers
within our capacity (250 students) so please get your forms in to
ensure you don’t miss out.
Assembly
Assembly is back on this week on the oval at 2:50pm.

Good parent-teacher relationships
A good relationship with your child’s teacher and school is a
great starting point for handling any problems that come up at
school. You can lay the groundwork for a good parent-teacher
relationship by introducing yourself and getting to know your
child’s teacher as early as possible. Communicating and building relationships with your child’s teacher is better than having
contact with the teacher only when there’s a problem.
Good parent-teacher relationships mean children:





do better academically, emotionally and socially
are happier at school
attend school more regularly
are better behaved.

School problems: what to do
It’s normal for children to have some problems at school. Some
problems are minor – for example, missing out on school council or forgetting to bring the right sports uniform. You and your
child can usually sort these ones out yourselves. Some problems might be more complicated or long-lasting. For example, your child might be having ongoing difficulties in the playground with another child and the strategies you’ve suggested
to your child haven’t worked. With these problems, you might
need to talk with your child’s teacher to find solutions.
How to approach school problems with teachers
When you need to talk with teachers about problems, a calm
and positive approach is likely to get a positive outcome for
your child. Here’s what to do.
Pause to calm down
If something has just happened to upset your child, this can
upset you too. Try to take some time to calm down before
you do anything. This will help you avoid doing something
you might regret later, like sending an angry email. You could
say, ‘I see you’re very upset about this, and I’m upset too.
We need to calm down so we can think about what to do’.
Saying this will help your child to learn this strategy too.
Use it as a teaching opportunity
Even with a serious problem, you can model positive problem
-solving for your child by being positive, thinking about solutions and talking about working with the teacher. This is better than complaining or being aggressive. You could say
something like, ‘Let’s ask Mr Smith if he has any ideas about
how we can sort out this problem’. This kind of approach
shows your child that you value the teacher’s opinion.
Speak respectfully
No matter what you think, it’s important to speak positively
and respectfully about your child’s teacher, the school and
other children in front of your child. If you complain or criticise
the teacher or other children and their families, your child will
do the same.
Go through the right channels
This usually means talking directly to your child’s teacher to
start with, rather than the principal. Going straight to the principal can make the problem bigger than it is. It’s best to make
an appointment with the teacher so that you can discuss the
issue privately. Depending on the issue and your child’s age,
it might be appropriate for your child to come to this meeting.
Avoid defensiveness
When there are problems, people sometimes feel defensive.
For example, if either you or the teacher feels criticised, you
could both end up feeling defensive. Defensiveness can get
in the way of problem-solving, so it’s good to try seeing the
teacher’s perspective and to help the teacher see your perspective too. For example, ‘I can see it’s unrealistic to expect
you to spend lunch time in the playground helping Ethan, but
I’m worried because he’s lonely and has nobody to play with.
How can we both help him with this?’

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Positive Behaviour Awards

Prep K
King

RIO L
For demonstrating Resilience when you
challenged yourself by being a consistent
contributor during learning time on the mat.
Keep up the great effort Rio. Well done!

Prep M
Moore

RAFAEL G
For demonstrating Resilience when you
challenged yourself to write number words in
Maths this week. A fantastic effort Rafael!
Well done!

1/2J
James

JIMMY M
Congratulations on having such an excellent
week with your writing, you just kept putting
in the extra miles. Keep it up Jimmy!

O’Brien

RAINE R
For demonstrating Resilience by always
trying your best to improve your learning.
You work so hard and have a great attitude.
Well done Raine!

1/2T
Trezise

LEO H
For never giving up when something is hard,
you keep asking questions and having a go.
You have a great attitude towards learning
Leo, keep it up!

3/4D
Duckett

JHAI C
For demonstrating resilience when you
challenged yourself to solve hard problems in
Numeracy. A fantastic effort Jhai, well done!

3/4M
Macys

OLIVE S
For continuing to challenge herself in her
learning – great job with the maths shape
activity this week!

3/4V
Vaught

FELIX T
For the Resilience you have shown in taking
risks with your learning and persisting with
tasks. Fantastic stuff Felix.

1/2O

Ractliffe

MAYLA B
For working hard on your handwriting. You
have been trying hard to improve this and
your writing is getting neater and clearer
every time I read it. Great job, keep it up.

5/6S
Stevens

LOLA P
For setting yourself a challenging goal. It’s
been interesting hearing about how you’re
working towards this and your progress.

5/6R

A reminder about the upcoming Bravehearts
incursion on 2nd March. Permission form and payment
are due back by tomorrow 26th February.

Tesselaar Bulb Orders
Going home tomorrow are catalogues for
this years bulb orders. Orders are completed through the online platform only
and bulbs are delivered directly to your
house.
https://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/WALLINGTONPS
Share the link with family and friends. 40% of all bulb
orders will come back to P&F to use on future activities
and events for students. The ordering deadline is April
16 2021 but order early to avoid disappointment!
School Family Picnic
All families and staff are warmly invited to
attend a welcome picnic on Friday 12th March
from 5pm on the oval. Bring your own dinner
and rug and meet new families and catch up with old
ones.
Family Payment Arrangements
Thank you to all families who have made payments for
these. If you have yet to arrange payment, please note that this
is due by 28th February. Statements will be sent out early
March for any statements owing.
Excursions 2021 QKR charge
Please note that if you pay the $50 Excursion on QKR, this is
expected to cover the excursions for the whole year. There is
no need to send payments for excursions eg Bravehearts,
Healthy Harold. For parents who have paid more than $50 for
excursions so far, we will leave this in credit for future
activities later in the year eg, swimming, camps etc.
Student Headphones
These have been distributed to students who have opted to have
personal headphones at school. Once payment is received
($25) students will get their personal set with their
name.
Parents may wish to opt out and provide their own
headsets if preferred.
CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund)
Applications for the CSEF are now open. Parents who hold a
Pension or Concession card are eligible to apply for the CSEF
fund which pays an annual amount of $125 for primary
students. Application form is available at:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/
health/CSEF_application_form.pdf
or pick up from the office. For further information, visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/
csef.aspx
Parents who applied in 2020 at Wallington Primary School and
are still eligible in 2021 do not need to submit a new form
UNLESS there has been a change in your family
circumstances.

