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PRINCIPAL NEWS 

 

Term 1 Calendar Events 
Wed 1 May  Healthy Heroes P-2 

     District Cross Country 

Thu 2 May  Basketball Clinic 

Fri 3 May  Basketball Clinic 

Mon 6 May  Curriculum Day 

Tue 7 May  Asian Day Incursion Performance 

     Special Asian Lunch 

Tue - Thu   {Naplan Yr 3 & Yr 5 

14 - 16 May  {Naplan Yr 3 & Yr 5 

Sat 18 May  Election Day BBQ 

Wed 22 May Open Day 9.30—11 am 

     Lightning Prem, Football & Netball 

Thu 23 May P&F Meeting 9.15 am @ Hello Birdie 

Mon 10 Jun  Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Fri 14 Jun  P&F Trivia Night 

Wed 19 Jun  Ridiculous Rhymes Show  

Fri 28 Jun  End of Term 2 
 

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website.  Go to: 
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 

26th April 2019 

 
 
 

Welcome Back 
Students resumed their studies yesterday after the Easter         
vacation period, seemingly with great enthusiasm and              
determination. School routines are being quickly re-established 
and learning goals are the focus for all for achievement, in the 
lead up to mid-year Reporting and Student Led conferences. This 
week has been ‘unusual’ in that it has both Easter Monday and 
ANZAC Day as Public Holidays.  
 

This will promise to be another busy term at Wallington – some 
important upcoming events on the Term 2 calendar include:  
Mother’s Day Stall, Grade 3 and Grade 5 NAPLAN testing,          
Education Week (commencing Monday 20th May – the theme is 
‘Careers’), some incursions and excursions, interschool sport 
sessions, mid-year Reports issued for all students. Education 
Week is currently being planned and is likely to include Open 
Day tours for prospective families and possibly some open morn-
ings for current parents.  Please note also that Monday, 6th May 
is a Curriculum Day for staff planning and will be pupil free. 
 

School Improvement: Mathematics 
Towards the end of last term we were accepted into the Leading 
Mathematics professional learning program. A key Education 
State target is to lift achievement in mathematics by 25 per cent 
over the next 5 to 10 years. Leading Mathematics is designed to 
build the leadership capacity of Wallington to improve          
mathematics learning and standards of achievement for all        
students here. The course is designed with a focus on developing 
the knowledge, capabilities and dispositions to lead and support 
collegial learning and change. Emily Duckett, Lilian Moore and 
myself will be taking part.  

Schools ANZAC Day Service 
On Wednesday I took two of our term leaders, Monica and 
Sahara and were privileged to play a small part in the 85th 
Geelong Schools ANZAC Commemoration at the Peace 
Memorial in Johnstone Park. Monica and Sahara paid their 
respects to those that have served our country and laid a 
wreath for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.  

Lost Property 
There is a huge amount of uniform items in 
lost property at the moment, most without 
names written in them. Can I please ask that 
all items are named, it makes it much easier 
to return it to the owner. 
 
What is ‘comprehension’? 
Reading ‘comprehension’ means being able to understand 
what you are reading – knowing what the individual words 
mean and then putting the words together to make sense of 
the text. 
 

To comprehend what they are reading, readers also use the 
other four key literacy skills (phonemic aware-
ness, phonics, vocabulary and fluency), as well as general 
thinking skills. Together, these skills let readers figure out 
words quickly, understand the words individually, put them 
together into sentences, and make sense of the whole text.  
Comprehension skills increase reading effectiveness and  
enjoyment. 
 

How can you help your child? 
Even before they begin learning to read, your little one starts 
laying the foundation of their comprehension skills while you 
are reading to them. Use these six tips to support this. 

http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/foundations-for-reading-1-phonemic-awareness
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/foundations-for-reading-1-phonemic-awareness
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/foundations-for-reading-2-phonics
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/foundations-for-reading-3-vocabulary
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/foundations-for-reading-4-fluency


Special Asian Lunch 

Going home today  is the form for a special 

Asian lunch supplied by Chopsys Leopold, to 

be held in conjunction with Asian day at 

school. 

Orders must be in by next Wednesday 1
st

 May. QKR 

payment is preferred please.  You still must return a form 

– 1 form per student.  Gluten Free option is available, 

please get form from office.  There will be strictly no late 

orders. 
 

Election Day BBQ 

P&F are running a BBQ on Saturday 18
th
 

May for the Federal Election.  Helpers 

needed to assist with BBQ  on the day 

over 3 shifts.  To sign up visit:  

https://www.signup.com/go/OwgcgCb 

 

Parents Social Horseriding Group 

Next ride is Friday 3
rd

 May at Spring Creek 

Trailrides.  All riding levels welcome. For 

more information contact 

breeschammer@bigpond.com or visit our facebook group  

“WALLINGTON SOCIAL HORSERIDING GROUP” 
 

Entertainment books – available now! 

You can order your 2019/20 book  to support Wallington 

P&F here: 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/

orderbooks/1131b68 

PARENTS  & FRIENDS 

CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund) 
CSEF applications are still open for 2019.  If you hold a 

Pension or Concession card, you are eligible to apply for 

the CSEF fund which pays an annual amount of $125 for 

primary students. Application forms are available at the 

office.            
 

Parents of Prep students who receive CSEF are also        

eligible to apply for Uniform Packages.  Applications are 

open now.  Please enquire at the office.   

For further details, go to: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/

Sienna E’s show day  
1st 2nd and 4th at Wallington Park equestrian 

centre.  Well done, Sienna! 

Corio Norlane Lions Club Bike Project 
Do you have children in need of a bicycle at home or a 
bike that is no longer used and you don’t know what to 
do with it?  We will 

 Collect or Deliver 
 Clean  
 Repair 
 Donate to needy children 

Contact us on coriolions@gmail.com or 402409895 

Contd from Pg 1 
 

Read, read, read! 
The most important thing you can do is read. Read with your 
little one, read to them and let them see you reading. This will 
help your little one to develop a love of reading and see it as an 
enjoyable and useful skill. The more you read to and with them, 
the greater their comprehension. 
 

Ask questions 
As you read to your little one, ask questions about what is       
happening in the book. You can answer the questions yourself, or 
encourage your little one to answer – this lets them re-tell parts of 
the story in their own words, which is a great way to practise 
comprehension skills. You can also ask for their opinion, which 
helps to develop their critical thinking skills. For example, 
‘Where did the family go on holidays? What do you think they 
will do there?’ 
 

Make connections 
Encourage your little one to connect things from the story to 
events or people in their own life, or make connections for them. 
This sharpens their focus and deepens their understanding. For 
example, ‘She was very excited, wasn’t she! Do you remember 
being excited like that? I remember you were very excited last 
year when nonna and poppa came to visit for Christmas!’ 
 

Praise 
When you are asking your child about what happened in a book, 
don’t worry if they get some answers wrong – mistakes are part 
of learning! Praise their effort then encourage them to try again, 
or give them a bit of help, or move on to something else. For  
example, ‘That’s a good answer, but are you sure the girl is feel-
ing scared? She looks pretty brave in the picture. What do you 
think?’ This builds their confidence to keep trying when they are 
having trouble with something, and makes them a more resilient 
learner. 
 

Let your child be the guide 
Children develop at their own pace, and your little one may not 
be interested in letters and sounds right now, or may not         
remember them. That’s ok! Be patient and don’t push it – it’s 
important to keep reading fun. Just providing exposure to books, 
language and stories will lay the foundations for their             
comprehension skills, and set them up for success at reading. 
 

This article is reproduced from Learning Potential, a 
product of the Australian Government Department of 
Education and Training. For more great articles visit  

www.learningpotential.gov.au and download the app. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signup.com%2Fgo%2FOwgcgCb%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3PqaWl2zu_i8s3Ah16zDSarXQmQG9Wh6lpZFc5qRSGdYbLsZhVefx3SNg&data=02%7C01%7Cthomas.cholay.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C066df5825d7f45942f6308d6c6c5355b%7Cd
mailto:breeschammer@bigpond.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entertainmentbook.com.au%2Forderbooks%2F1131b68&data=02%7C01%7Cthomas.cholay.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C066df5825d7f45942f6308d6c6c5355b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636914947
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entertainmentbook.com.au%2Forderbooks%2F1131b68&data=02%7C01%7Cthomas.cholay.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C066df5825d7f45942f6308d6c6c5355b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636914947
mailto:coriolions@gmail.com
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/

