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Term 4 Calendar
Fri 6 Nov
Parents & Friends Meeting 10am Zoom
Wed 4-18 Nov Prep Orientation
Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
COVID-19 is Changing How We Operate
Whilst much of this term sees daily routines back to some level of
normality, there are evident changes for us to action and respect.
Hand sanitising is well embedded and students are well aware that
hygiene and social distancing as is practical must be observed.
Planning for special events is tricky but staff are determined to
arrange memorable activities this term, now that we are all back to
‘at-school’ learning. Staff are respecting and following DET and
DHHS COVID-19 guidelines, whilst trying to ensure that Term 4 has
some events for us all to look forward to – across all grade levels.
On Monday I received some great news - “Graduation ceremonies
can also commence this term allowing year 6 and year 12 students
and school staff to gather to celebrate their final year at their school.
COVID Safe measures must be in place and they can only be attended
by students from the graduating year level and school staff but can
be broadcast to families. This applies to schools in both metropolitan
and regional areas” This is a great step forward and I hope that
further restrictions around graduations are eased and we can have
families join us. In the meantime, stay positive, keep your fingers
crossed and if further information comes through, I will
communicate it as soon as possible.
2021 Planning and Class Compositions
There are many aspects of the 2021 new school year which require
detailed planning to be underway by this time. Planning for grade
groupings is commencing shortly and if any current Wallington
students are not returning for 2021, we ask you to inform us of this
asap (other than our graduating Grade 6s of course). School
funding is largely driven by student numbers and getting this right
is important for grade groupings, staffing, and timetables for
specialist subjects. If your child is not returning to Wallington in
2021 we need to know.
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Parent feedback is sought around what the school is doing
well and where we have challenges, which demand future
attention and resourcing. The survey contains a wide range
of statements/questions which you are asked to respond to,
embracing a diversity of school operations and arrangements. Details of the collated responses will be shared in a
future newsletter and discussed at School Council. Please
check your email for the details.
Sun Smart/Drink Bottles Reminder
Just a reminder that students require their broadbrimmed school hat during Terms 1 and 4. Students are
also to bring their own drink bottle from home
every day. (Under DET COVID-19 regulations
drinks taps have been turned off).
NAIDOC
Who knows what NAIDOC week is about???
Research it, google it – find out! Stay tuned as
our student’s will be working to learn more
about it!
Talking about School: Why talking about school is hard
‘How was school?’ is a big question. To answer, your child
has to sum up a whole day, and that’s hard for children (and
even adults!) to do. A child might really want to say, ‘My day
was so jam-packed with ideas and classes and social stuff
that I don’t know where to start’. So it’s easier just to say,
‘OK’. Some children feel their school experiences are
private, so they might not want to share them. This is a
normal part of school-age development
as children start to shape their own identities and social worlds. But your child
still needs to know you’re there when
they are ready to talk.

Why talking about school is important
Talking with your child about the school day shows you’re
interested in what’s going on in his life. This interest boosts
his mental health, happiness and wellbeing. It can also have
a very positive effect on your child’s behaviour and achievement. It shows your child that you value school and education, which encourages him to value it too. Talking together
about school also helps you get to know more about
what’s expected of your child at school, how she learns
and how she handles challenges. It can help you understand
when she’s feeling less interested in school or having
We will not be formally inviting parent written requests for problems.

2021 class placements as this has in previous years become
unwieldly and we have been unable to satisfy competing
requests for placements. I have full confidence that our staff
know your child, know which groupings to place them in or not
place them in and with a school size of approximately 205 students
in 2021, there are options to ensure individual student needs can
be accommodated.

Parent Opinion DET Survey
All parents have been invited to complete this
annual survey, which is organised by the
Department of Education & Training. Parent
opinions (one survey to be completed per family) will be collated
by ORIMA Research and will be used to inform school planning. We
hope you will make time (approximately 20 minutes) to complete
this survey during the period offered – between Monday 12th
October and Friday 13th November.

When you’re in touch with your child’s feelings about school,
you’re more likely to see problems before they get too big.
This way you can work on overcoming challenges together.
And talking about school issues – like school projects or
friendship problems – is also a great chance for you to
express your family values about things like teamwork,
respect for self and others, friendships, relationships,
problem-solving and so on.
If your child is having problems, you can start by talking with
their teacher. You might also like to read our articles
on problems at school: children 9-15 years and helping
children aged 9-15 years with school problems.
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Positive Behaviour Awards
Prep K
King

Prep M
Moore

MACKENZIE W
For actively participating during learning
times. It is great to see you contributing to
class discussions whilst on the mat.
Keep up the great work Mackenzie!
CHAYSE R
For being kind and inclusive to everyone in
Pre;p M! You are always first to offer help
and are a friendly face in our classroom.
Well done Chayse.

TAYDEM N
For making a fantastic start back to school
this term. You always show respect towards
1/2C
all members of the classroom and continue to
Crompton
try your personal best in your learning.
Well done Taydem!

1/2J
James

1/2R
Ractliffe

BRIANNA B
For making an excellent transition back to
school life. You always show kindness and
include others during learning and play times.
Keep up the wonderful work Brianna!
GEORGE L
Working so well in a small group with Owen
in Maths. You were kind and inclusive and
did such a great job creating ‘groups of’.
Well done superstar.

3/4T
Trezise

LAURA B
For always showing respect in the classroom,
you listen and value other people’s ideas and
opinions, and you always include your
classmates. Keep it up Laura!

3/4V
Vaught

MAYLA B
For showing improvement with concentration
and respecting the work environment by
concentrating on her own work.

5/6D

MINNAH E
For being a cooperative and inclusive person,
who is always willing to help others in a
caring and respectful way.

Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

ZANDER Z
For being kind and inclusive both in and out
of the classroom. You are always willing to
help others without being asked.
Well done Zander!

Strategies for talking about school with your child
Your child will probably be tired and
hungry or thinking about other things
when she first gets home. So easing the
transition from school or after-school
activities to home can help your child
feel more like talking. It’s best to avoid
asking him lots of questions straight away. You can just let
your child know that you’re glad to see him, and talk about
non-school topics for a while. Younger children will probably
also like unpacking their bags and going through any notes
before you ask about school. Saving questions about
homework for later on can also take the pressure off!
Every afternoon or evening will be different. Even if your
child usually likes to share her day with you, there’ll be days
when she doesn’t want to talk. Sometimes it’s a matter of
sensing her mood and picking the right moment. Some days
there might not be a right moment at all, and that’s OK.
Simple, positive and specific questions about parts of
the day can get your child talking. For example:

What’s the news from school today?

What was fun?

What did you like best at school today?

What does your classroom look like at the moment?

Who did you hang out with today?

What subjects did you do today?

What projects are you working on at the moment?
When you ask your child about his day, try to use openended questions. For example, you could ask questions like,
‘What did you do in class after recess?’ or ‘What topics are
you working on in science at the moment?’ Questions like
these invite answers that are longer than just ‘yes’, ‘no’ or
‘OK’.
Tips for talking about school with primary school
children
These tips can help you get a conversation going:

Make time to talk. This can often be when you’re doing
something with your child. For example, your child
might like to talk when you’re walking the dog or
preparing dinner together.

Give your child your full attention if she wants to talk
with you about her day.

Take seriously whatever your child tells you. For
example, you can say things like, ‘That’s really
interesting. Then what happened?’ or ‘And how do you
feel about that?’
When you talk about the school and teachers with or in front
of your child, use respectful language. For example, ‘I can
see that’s frustrating, but Ms Adams is your teacher and you
need to speak respectfully to her’, or ‘Yes, that seems
unfair, but perhaps you don’t know the whole story’.
Use active listening techniques. These can help you pick up
on your child’s feelings and work out whether he wants to
talk.
Your child’s behaviour and communication style might seem
to change overnight when she starts school. Suddenly
everything’s ‘awesome’, or she’s rolling her eyes at
everything you say. She’s learning all kinds of new things
from her friends and teachers, so this is part of her
developing a unique identity.
Taken
from:
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/
connecting-communicating/communicating/talking-aboutschool

