WALLINGTON Primary School
NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 3
Wed 12 Aug
Mon 17 Aug
Mon 24 Aug
Thu 27 Aug
Mon 31 Aug

Parents & Friends Zoom Meeting 10.30 am
Science Week
Book Week
Rolling Pin Pies Delivery
5/6 Puberty Program Commences

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Community Spirit
One of the fantastic features of Wallington PS has been the
community spirit that the school has always had. During this
pandemic we need to remember that spirit and work out ways that
we can try to maintain it, even with the challenge that restricted
access to the school presents. I would love to hear some
suggestions that parents nay have to help keep connected with the
school.
Again can I pass on our thanks to all families who have been so
supportive of the staff and our student’s. We are all in the same
situation in terms of dealing with the virus. BUT we also need to
acknowledge that each individual/family are dealing with it in
relation to their own context. The personal pressures and stresses
just add to the community challenge of the new way of operating.
Illness
Please keep your children home if they are unwell with cold and flu
like symptoms and seek testing. We all have a role to play in
regards to our own health and that of the community. We urge
parents to follow our Premier’s advice - if you feel it is appropriate
to be COVID-19 tested, then it is also very appropriate to stay home
(and not attend school) until you receive your results.
Lost Property
We have a growing pile of un-named lost
property and the current restrictions make
it hard to check who it belongs too (named
items are returned to students). Next week
we will hang out all un-named items on the fence for students to
check for missing items.
School Aged Friendships and how to support them
Your child’s world gets bigger when she starts school. Relationships with other people –
like the children in her class at school – become more important.
Friendships are good for your school-age child’s self-esteem. When your child has good
friends, he feels like he belongs. His friends care about him, and this helps him feel
good about himself.
Friendships help children develop important life skills like getting along with other
people and sorting out conflicts and problems. Children with these skills are less likely to
have social and emotional difficulties later in life.
Play is a big part of how children connect with others and make friends at school. Being
involved in games can help your child get to know her schoolmates and settle into
school more easily. She’ll learn about taking turns, sharing and cooperating.
School friends and parents: why your child needs both
Young children enjoy playing with their friends, but they still need their parents. In fact,
during the early school years, family relationships are still the biggest influence on your
child’s development. Good family relationships are what your child needs to learn and
grow. Family relationships give your child a stable, safe home base through the ups
and downs of making and losing friends. In fact, the care and love you give your child at
home helps your child manage other relationships.
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If your child is upset at being left out, or has had a fight with a friend, he
knows that you’re still there for him. And you can help him work it out by
talking with him about what happened and how he felt. For example, ‘How
did you feel when Ali wouldn’t let you play?’ This helps your child learn
about his feelings and how to handle them. Sometimes just listening or
giving your child a hug can be enough.
Getting to know your child’s friends: why it’s good
Getting to know your child’s friends helps you find out about:
 some of the important people in your child’s life
 who your child is talking about and their personalities
 what kind of influence friends have on your child
 how your child gets along with her friends
 who to invite for playdates and birthday parties
other families with children of a similar age.
If you’re not sure who your child’s friends are, just ask, or watch who
they go to in the playground at school. You could also talk with your child’s
teacher. If you’re able to help at school sports, in the canteen or in the
classroom, this can also give you a chance to see who your child gets along
well with.
When your child needs help to make friends
Most children will find it hard to make friends sometimes. If your child is
finding it hard, there are a few things you can try.
Sometimes a simple social reminder might help. For example, you could
encourage your child to introduce herself when she meets new children –
‘Hello, I’m Kaia. What’s your name?’
Often children make friends at school through playing the same game together – but it’s hard if you don’t know the rules. You could make sure your
child knows the rules of games he wants join in with. If he doesn’t like the
games other children are playing, you could suggest he starts a game that
he does like by asking classmates to play it with him.
Some schools have a buddy system, where the younger students have an
older student as their buddy for the year. If your child needs help finding her
friends or isn’t sure of what to play, she could try asking her older buddy for
help.
If your child has special needs, he might also need extra help with his
friendships. You could try making friends with other parents and getting
together after school at a playground. Give the other parents and children
some ideas on how to include your child. For example, ‘Bill loves watching
people play soccer. He can throw the ball in and be the scorer’.
If your child finds it hard to make friends at school, you could look for extracurricular activities to give your child opportunities to meet children with
similar interests. There are lots of things your child could try – sports, dance,
art classes, Scouts and so on.
Friendship troubles: what to do
If you can tell your child isn’t happy about going to school, or she isn’t eating
lunch or seems to be socially anxious, this could be because they are having trouble making and keeping friends.
Talking with your child gives you a chance to hear about what’s going on.
Some children will be happy to tell you, but others might find it hard. You
can encourage your child by telling him about a friendship trouble you had
as a child or by reading a story about friendship troubles. If your child isn’t
ready to talk, let them know they can always come to you.
It can also be good to ask your child’s teacher whether the teacher has
noticed anything different in class or in the playground.
If you suspect your child is being bullied or your child is bullying others, you
need to step in and help your child.
If you’re concerned about your child’s friendships – for example, your
child and their friends are doing things that are unsafe – talking is the best
first step. For example, ‘Is it a good idea to jump from the top of the slide?
You might get hurt’. This can help your child learn to make her own decisions, rather than just following friends.
Having friends who don’t go to the same school – for example, children from
art class, neighbours or family friends – can help to boost your child’s confidence, especially if he’s having friendship troubles at school.
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/connecting-communicating/
connecting/supporting-friendships

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Positive Behaviour Awards

King

MATILDA G
For always being organised and ready to
learn. You always make the most of your
learning time. Keep up the
great work Matilda!

Prep M

LEO H
For being organised and willing to ask for
help, especially during writing.
You are a Superstar Leo!

Prep K

Moore

SIENNA M
For always showing respect when listening
to the teacher during learning time on the
1/2C
floor. Well done on showing respect to
Crompton
classmates by being kind and inclusive
when playing outside.
Keep up the great work Sienna!

1/2J
James

1/2R
Ractliffe

LILLY C
For having an excellent start to 1/2 J. You
continue to make good choices throughout
your school day and make the most of your
learning time. Keep up the great work Lilly!

NATE S
For taking responsibility for his belongings
and our classroom belongings and using
them in the correct way. Thank you for
looking after our resources Nate.

3/4V
Vaught

FELIX T
For taking responsibility for your learning
and asking for help when needed.
Great stuff Felix.

Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

This week’s SWPBS focus is RESPONSIBILITY!
Over the past two weeks the Prep’s and their Big
Buddies have been working on creating our Responsibility
Gardens.
First, we shared ideas about how to be a Responsible
person at Wallington, then we made a Responsibility
flower and planted it in our Responsibility Gardens.
We are very proud of our Gardens!

TOBY M-S
For taking responsibility for your learning.
You have been making some good choices
when learning at your table, getting stuck
into your task and working like a champion.
Well done.

3/4T
Trezise

5/6D

Rolling Pin Pie Drive
Going home today are forms for the
Rolling Pin Pie Drive.
Forms must be returned via your student
to their class teacher by Thursday 13th
August. There will be strictly no late orders. Payment
for orders must be made via QKR only.
Delivery will be on Thursday 27th August. Further details
can be found in the letter accompanying the form. $4 from
every item sold will come back to P&F to use for future
activities for the students.

CHARLEY C
For making great choices with your
learning. You are producing some great
work and are enthusiastic about sharing
your learning. Fantastic effort
Charley, well done!
AIDAN B
For showing responsibility towards your
learning. You are always willing to
challenge yourself and work hard to
improve your learning. Well done Aidan,
keep working hard!

Reminder that the
Premiers’ Reading Challenge
is running now and ends on
19 Sep, 2020. On Friday it will be:
178 days of the Victorian Premiers'
Reading Challenge with 50 days
left, so keep up the challenge!
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Nude Food Day
Congratulations to the winners. Prep M, Prep K and
12R. Every student in these classes brought all nude
food. Thank you to everyone who participated.
Bella, Leah and Jasmine (56D)

