WALLINGTON Primary School
NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 4 Calendar
Fri 4 Dec
Wed 9 Dec }
Thu 10 Dec }
Mon 14 Dec
Tue 15 Dec
Wed 16 Dec
Fri 18 Dec

P&F Christmas Meeting
Parent Teacher Interviews
Transition Day P-5
Year 6 Graduation
5/6 Adventure Park
End of Term - dismissal 1.30 pm

2021

Thu 28 Jan

Students Commence Term 1

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Specialist Subjects 2021
I am pleased to announce that in 2021 Mrs Michelle Bishop
will be continuing with us in her role as the Visual Arts
teacher in 2021, the art program has been a highlight over
the last few years and it is fantastic to have Michelle on
board again for next year.
Miss Lauren Bazeley is returning to her base school. Lauren
has done an outstanding job developing our PE program and
has been a huge hit with both the students and staff. Naomi
Young will be taking over from Lauren and is excited by the
opportunity to work at Wallington PS and to continue the
great work that has been started developing our program.
I am also very happy to announce that Miss Judie Macmillan
will be continuing in her role as Indonesian teacher and has
some great things planned for 2021.
Prep Maths
On Tuesday it was great to see the Preps in Mrs King’s grade
having a great time making and measuring using paper
chains. It was a wonderful illustration of practical, hands on
maths in action. The chain they made was massive!
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Year 6 graduation: Tuesday 15th December 2020
As you are all aware the restrictions are slowly being
lifted, which has now eased up our ability to have a
Graduation that you can all come along to help share and
celebrate with your amazing young people.
This is the plan for the Graduation;
 Yr 6 Families are now allowed to on the school
grounds to help celebrate the Graduation
 The Graduation will be held on the oval area outside
the hall (the stage/presentation will be held outside
the hall doors). Families are asked to respect Dept. of
Health physical distancing guidelines throughout the
event
 Each student can have up to 6 guests
 Families to bring their own picnic rug and picnic to
share amongst yourselves (Please no alcohol).
 The Graduation will begin at 6pm and finish at 8pm.
We ask that all students be back at school no later
than 5:30pm for set up. Once the ceremony is completed (approx. 7pm) the Graduates will join their
families for a picnic.
On Tuesday the students will be setting up for Graduation and will be having a special luncheon together to
help celebrate their final year together. We please ask
that no student is picked up before 3pm on Tuesday.
Thank you for your ongoing support and patience on this
matter, it has been a very challenging time for us all. We
are looking forward to you all being able to come along
and help celebrate your child's final year at Wallington
Primary School.
Reports
The Department of Education and Training has recently
adjusted the expectations around student reporting for
Semester 2 in recognition of the continued disruption
caused by COVID-19.
While Wallington PS has continued to deliver a teaching
and learning program and monitor the learning of each
student, we have adjusted our usual program to reflect
the recent period(s) of remote and flexible delivery.
Wallington PS will therefore provide a simplified written
report for the parent/carer of each student enrolled at
the school for Semester 2, 2020 focusing on what
progress has been made and what has been achieved by
each child.
Reports will include:
 a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum
Foundation to Level 10, including Towards Foundation Levels A to D, taught;
 a comment on student participation and engagement
in the learning program offered;
 for English and Mathematics:
 student achievement information;
 progress shown from the last time these curriculum
areas were reported on;
 a five-point scale.
 for all other curriculum areas taught:
 a short comment on progress and achievement
across the Semester.
Contd page 2
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Positive Behaviour Awards
Prep K
King

Prep M
Moore

1/2C
Crompton

1/2J
James

3/4T
Trezise

3/4V
Vaught

5/6D
Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

MATILDA G
For always taking care of her personal and
school belongings. Well done Matilda!
HEATH MW
For starting your day organised and ready to
learn. You always have your learning area
tidy. Well done Heath!
ZARA H
For listening and following instructions to
show your personal best effort in the
classroom this week. You have been very
responsible for making good choices.
Well done Zara, keep it up!
SIAN B
For always making good choices as part of
her school day and being organised at the end
of the day with her bag packed.
Well done Sian!
CRYSTAL W
For always being the first to offer help when
someone needs it. You take good care of our
class resources and always keep our space
neat and tidy, without being asked.
You’re a superhero Crystal, well done!
ELLA R
For positively listening and participating in
all activities and valuing the classroom work
environment. Great stuff Ella.
NOAH S
For making great choices as a cooperative
team member at leadership days.
Well done Noah!
BAILEY R
For always following school expectations and
having a positive attitude towards your
learning.
Well done Bailey!

Message from Barwon Coast
NO JETTY JUMPING

Summer holidays are almost upon us and
we are seeing an increase in people under
18 jumping or diving into the Barwon River at Barwon Heads from
the Public Jetty and William Buckley
Pedestrian Bridge. This is
often with the support of their parents.
It is important that your students understand that jumping into a
natural water body such as the Barwon Estuary can result in a
serious spinal injury or death. Tides and sand movement make the
safety of jumping different every time. Water depths, sand bars and
submerged debris and rubbish around jetties and bridges can
change on a daily basis which makes water conditions
unpredictable.
The key message is: Safety is everyone’s responsibility; please
observe all safety signage and don’t jump from piers and jetties this summer. Find a safe place to access the water.
We have installed signage on the jetty and bridge advising that
jumping or diving is prohibited but we are disappointed to find that
they are often overlooked or ignored.

…. contd from page 1

Reports will be published via the Parent Portal on
Monday 7th December, parent/teacher interviews will
be held on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th December between 3:45pm and 6pm for those that wish to
speak to their child's teacher (see advice sent via email
and Skoolbag).
Sleep and Learning
As we head towards the end of a long and challenging year
the importance of rest/sleep can’t be underplayed. Goodquality sleep helps your child concentrate, remember things
and behave well. This helps them to be a successful
learner.
Poor sleep or not enough sleep affects concentration,
memory and behaviour, making it harder
for your child to learn. Children who don’t
sleep well are more likely to feel sleepy
at school during the day and to have
difficulties with learning.
Concentration and sleep
Children who are sleepy have trouble concentrating
during the day. If your child can’t keep his attention on what
they are trying to learn, whether it’s climbing a tree at the
park or singing a song at school, it will affect their learning.
Memory and sleep
Remembering things is part of learning. If your child is tired,
it’s harder for them to remember basic things like how to
spell words, how to do maths calculations, or where to find
information in a book or on the internet. It’s also harder for
them to remember how to do things like playing a musical
instrument.
Our brains create and strengthen different types of memory
in different sleep cycles. For example, just before your child
wakes in the morning, their brain uses the last stages
of REM sleep to sort and store memories and information
from the previous day and get ready for the day ahead.
Behaviour and sleep
Sleepy children tend to have more problems with behaviour
at preschool or school – and at home too!
For example, a sleepy and tired child might not cooperate in
class or have difficulty following the teacher’s instructions.
A sleepy child might miss out on learning because the
teacher is busy managing their behaviour. They might also
miss out on playing with other children if they don’t like the
way they are behaving. If your child is having problems with
their concentration, memory or behaviour, checking their
sleep is a good place to start. If you’re worried, or the problems go on for more than 2-4 weeks, talk to your GP or child
and family health nurse.
Working on sleep problems to help with learning
Lots of children have sleep problems, which you can often
manage with simple behaviour strategies.
A good place to start with sleep problems is your child’s
sleep habits. Sometimes changing both daytime and
night-time habits can make a big difference to your child’s
sleep. For example, you might be able to reset your child’s
body clock with a regular bedtime routine, morning sunlight,
regular exercise and a healthy diet.
It’s also worth looking at your child’s breathing during
sleep. If your child continually snores, stops breathing during sleep, works hard to breathe, breathes through her
mouth, tosses and turns at night, or sweats a lot overnight,
it might be obstructive sleep apnoea. Obstructive sleep apnoea is another cause of sleep-related learning problems.
See your GP if you’re concerned.

