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PRINCIPAL NEWS 

 

Term 2 Calendar Events 

Tue 9 Jun  Yr 3-6 Students Resume 

Fri 12 Jun      Parents and Friends Meeting 8pm Zoom 

Mon 15 Jun SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Fri 26 Jun  End of Term 2 Dismissal 2.30 pm 

Term 3 

Mon 13 Jul  Start of Term 3 
 

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website.  Go to: 

http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents 

 

        

4th June 2020 

Welcome Back Grade Three to Six 
This coming Tuesday we are delighted to be welcoming back our 
remaining Grade 3-6 students into the school and we can’t wait to 
see them again. They have been doing a fantastic job with their 
remote learning over the last two weeks and we are very proud of 
the way they and their teachers have handled the situation. It will 
be good to have them back, we have missed them. 
 

Next week and for the remainder of this term we will be having 
staggered recess and lunch times to avoid having large groups of 
students in the yard at one time and to allow staff to access the 
facilities and comply with physical distancing guidelines. Teachers 
will explain these changes to the students and prepare them for 
the small difference in the day. The staggered breaks will be       
reviewed at the end of the term and may change in Term 3.  
 

Hand sanitiser is readily available throughout the school, soap in 
all toilets is checked daily and refilled as needed and slight modifi-
cations to entry and exiting from buildings and classrooms is oc-
curring. The additional Department of Education & Training (DET) 
funding for cleaning has been most welcomed and we now have a 
cleaner on site throughout the school day – 11am to 6:00pm. High 
surface areas are being regularly wiped, playgrounds sprayed 
down, toilets cleaned and table tops as is possible, wiped         
throughout the school day. 
 

Mid-year Student Reports  
Our mid-year student reports will look a little different this year – 
they will contain a component which addresses Term 1 achieve-
ments and participation and also for Term 2 remote learning if 
families engaged. They will not contain progression point dots, 
which have reflected achievement against Victorian curriculum 
standards (which shares with parents, teacher judgements as      
reflecting student achievements below, at or above expected grade 
level standards).  
 

We anticipate that end of year Reports will do this. For this round 
of reports, they will be available to families online via Sentral       
during the last week of Term 2. Hard copies will be available upon 
request with the Office. 
 

We are trying a ‘paperless round’ of Reports given the different 
version being produced after such an extended period of remote 
learning and also being environmentally conscious. Subject to the 
success or otherwise of this trial, end of year reports (December) 
will be possibly in paper copy for all (and available online via      
Sentral as they have been for a few years now) or again paperless. 
Your feedback will be sought to improve on future planning. 
 

Drop Off/Pick Up 
Just a reminder: 
8:40am Students to begin  
arriving: Drop off only, staff 
will be at school entry points 
to support student arrival. 
(Drive up to the drop off 
zone across the front of the 
school). 
 

Pick up will be at the front of the school adjacent to 
the staff carpark, please park in the overflow car park 
and walk up to collect children. We ask that you only 
come within the allotted pick up times and leave 
quickly to ensure that parking is available and over-
crowding isn’t an issue. If you are unable to make your 
allocated time please wait until the last time slot to collect 
your child (the pickup zone is staffed until all children 
leave). 
 

Public Holiday Monday 8th June 
Just a reminder that Monday 8th June is the Queens       
Birthday Public Holiday and the school will be closed. 
 

Do You Have A Student Starting In Prep Next Year?  
If you have a student due to be starting school in 2021, 
please contact the Office for an enrolment form on 
wallington.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Reassuring Your Children About The Unknown 
Children will have lots of questions about the coronavirus, so it’s good to 
be prepared to answer them. 
It’s not just grown-ups worrying about COVID-19 and the changes 
happening    day by day. As parents it is important we listen to the 
questions coming  from our children and that we offer clear and hon-
est answers. It’s also OK to admit we don’t know the answers. Much 
better to do that, than pretend we  know the right response. 
Remember, our children will be picking up information from their peers, the 
media and the adults around them. It is our roles as parents to make sure 
we don’t unnecessarily add to their anxiety and tailor information to their 
age and developmental stage so we can be sure they have understood. 
Guidelines for talking to children about Novel Coronavirus 

 Speak to them calmly and openly. Try not to wrap them up in cotton 
wool but at  the same time choose your words carefully. Saying that it is 
a ‘pandemic never  seen before in our lifetimes’ does not help to calm 
your child.  

 Encourage them to ask questions.  
 Ask them to share with you what they know and what they are worried 

about.  Agree with them if you have the same concerns but also offer 
reassurance and set up a plan to help deal or cope with that worry. 

 Reassure them it’s normal to be worried about the coronavirus and that 
most   people feel a little concerned.  

 Provide reassurance that as young people, they are relatively safe. The 
(current)  data suggests that while young people have just as much 
chance of catching the  virus, they are unlikely to get very sick and 
even less likely to be hospitalised.  

 Let them know that you will be available to talk to them about their 
worries  whenever they would like to and if they think of questions after 
your chat, they can just come and ask them anytime.  

 Identify some key responsible adults in their life they can talk to if they 
are feeling worried. 

 Choose one reputable website to get your information from (such as the                
Department  of Health) and resist temptation to look at more sensation-
al sources.  

 Let them know what plans are in place to keep their family safe and 
encourage,regular safe contact with loved ones (e.g., video chat with 
grandparents). 

 

This article was originally published by Black Dog Institute.        Contd Page 2... 

https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news/coronavirus-reassuring-your-child-about-the-unknown/


PARENTS  & FRIENDS 

Next Meeting 
Our next P&F Meeting is on 
Friday 12th June 8pm via 
Zoom.  Invitations will be 
sent to registered 2020 P&F 
members.  Our theme of this 
zoom meeting is:                 

Tim Tams in your Jim Jams! 
Come along and help plan term 3          

activities. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Positive Behaviour Awards  

 

Prep K 
King 

ALFIE P 
For making an excellent start back at 

school. When remote home learning you 
produced some amazing work and you have 

shown great resilience by continuing to 
produce work of a high standard.  

Keep up the great work Alfie! 

 

Prep M 
Moore 

KODY H 
For showing great resilience returning to 
school. You have produced some great 

work this week. Keep up the great effort 
Kody. Well done! 

 

1/2C 
Crompton 

XAVIER N 
For making an excellent return to school 

after Remote Learning at home. You have 
shown amazing resilience when you 

persisted in your learning when faced with a 
challenge. Awesome work Xavier,  

keep up the good work! 

 

1/2R 
Ractliffe 

MADDISON A 
For transitioning into 1/2R at Wallington 

Primary so effortlessly and smoothly. You 
have started your journey at your new 

school so well. Great Job! 

 

1/2J 

James 

CHARLIE L-D  
For  making an excellent start back to 

school. You have showed amazing 
resilience by being ready for learning every 
morning. Keep up the great work Charlie! 

 

3/4V 
Vaught 

CAMPBELL W 
For demonstrating Responsibility, 

Resilience and Respect during your remote 
learning. You have worked hard completing 
and submitting tasks, shared your thoughts 

in our Meets and shown respect when 
listening to others. Awesome! 

 

3/4T 

Trezise 

BROCK W 
For always attending our daily meetings and 

bringing a positive, cheerful attitude with 
you. You have worked so well at home and 
completed your work on time, and you have 

shown real resilience by having a go!  
Well done Brock! 

 

5/6D 
Duckett 

CHARLIE D 
For challenging yourself and setting 

personal goals to achieve whilst home 
learning.  You have consistently worked 

hard to complete your work to a high 
standard.  Well done Charlie!  

 

5/6O 
O’Brien 

ALEX M 
For working hard this week to catch up with 

your learning. You have shown how 
resilient you are by continuing to focus, get 

organised and challenge yourself.  
Well done Alex, keep working hard! 

Primary School Nursing Program 
Prep Students 

Forms have been sent home with all Preps for the School 

Nursing Program.  The school nurse will be visiting on 

12th & 13th August to assess Prep students.  Please re-

turn the forms by 9th June (even if you do not wish for  

your child to be assessed). 

Yr 1 – 6 Students 

Students in Years 1 -6 can also be assessed by the school 

nurse.  If you have any concerns about your child’s health, 

eg vision, hearing, general development, please contact 

your child’s teacher or the office to get a referral.   
 

Update of Records 
We will be starting preparations for the August census 
shortly.  Part of this process will involve the update of family 
record of Parent Occupation Group to accurately reflect cur-
rent information on our database.  This also ensures that 
Wallington  Primary School receives the budget it is entitled 
to and updated information may  result in an increase in our 
funding, and therefore your child/ren, having access to 
greater resources for their education.   Forms will be sent 
home next week to     families and will need to be returned 
by 22nd June 2020. 
 

School Photos Monday 15 June 
A reminder that school photo day is on Monday         

15 June.  Order forms have been sent home for P-2     

students and Yr 3-6 students will get the order forms 

when they resume on Tuesday 9 June.  Families can 
start ordering online now using the Access Key: 

U9CMNKSK.  There will be no provision for cash     

orders.  All online orders must be received prior to pho-

to day.  Any questions can be directed to:                     
info@leadingimage.com.au or call 1800750586. 

 Cough and sneeze into elbows. For younger kids tell them to pretend to be 
elephants as  they do. 

 Give them new chores so they feel able to help keep control. Things such 
as cleaning down areas at home each night or helping to prepare food will 
give them greater responsibility. 

 Limit unhelpful or excessive media exposure which can often increase 
anxiety. 

General tips to support your child’s wellbeing during this time: 
 Remaining active is very important for mental health and wellbeing.      

Encourage them to try online exercise programs, like yoga and Zumba. 
 Make sure you join in with the fun. It can be hard if you’re not feeling well 

yourself or  if you’re having to make lots of decisions about changing your 
routine, but remember your child is looking to you to know how to behave. 
Show them there is still time for fun. Encourage communication with friends 
using virtual formats when face-to-face isn’t an option.  

 Develop a plan with your child about their schooling over the coming 
weeks. This will  need to be done in collaboration with their schools, but it 
will be reassuring for them to  know that there is a plan, even if it needs to 
be adapted later.  

 Help your child to get enough sleep. You can do this by limiting the use of 
screens late in the evening and encourage your child to start a wind down 
routine about an hour     before they head to bed. This helps them prepare 
their body and mind for sleep. 

Contd from Pg 1 ... 
Practical strategies that can be taken to reduce coronavirus-related anxiety 
Provide a sense of control by discussing and implementing practical steps your 
child can  take to stay safe. These may include:  

 Regular handwashing for 20 seconds. They can sing ‘Happy Birthday’ 
through twice  and it will be the right length. 


