WALLINGTON Primary School
NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 4 Calendar
Fri 6 Nov
Wed 4-18 Nov
Fri 20 Nov
Tue 15 Dec
Fri 18 Dec

Parents & Friends Meeting 10am Zoom
Prep Orientation
Year 6 Photos
Year 6 Graduation
End of Term - dismissal 1.30 pm

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Prep Transition
Our new 2021 Preps started their transition to
school this week and it was wonderful to meet
them all. They did an amazing job coming into
school, mostly by themselves and had a great time with Mrs Moore
and Mrs King getting a taste of school life. Transition looked very
different to normal with only small groups in at a time but this
gave the teachers a chance to spend a little extra time with everyone. Grade 5’s had also recorded a video tour of the school to show
them what they might expect. Big thanks to Mrs King and Mrs
Moore for putting together the program and to Mrs Duckett for
organising and wrangling the Grade 5s for the video.
World Teachers Day
Last Friday we celebrated World Teachers Day at school with a
lovely socially distanced morning tea provided by Parents and
Friends. I am immensely grateful for the staff that we have at
Wallington and they are great bunch to work with. In a challenging
year for everyone they have worked hard to maintain learning for
students and to keep them connect. Thanks to Rolling Pin Pies and
Cakes and Rainbow Cakes for the wonderful cakes and slices.
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Annual DET Parent Opinion Survey
Thank you to the parents who have recently
completed this online survey (an email has
provided log in details and this will be reissued again this week). The survey remains available up
until 13th November, so we ask parents who have not yet
completed it to try to do so within this time frame. The
greater the completion rate the more rigour in the collated
results, which we hope to receive prior to the end of this
year and then analyse in detail (with School Council
involvement) to support 2021 planning. Please contact the
Office if you have any concerns accessing this online survey
via the link emailed to parents.
Graduations
Current DET policy is that Graduation ceremonies are
permitted for students from the graduating year level and
staff to attend. Schools may choose to broadcast the graduation ceremony for parents and carers. Those aged over 12
should wear face masks, practise physical distancing and
good hand hygiene. Our Senior team are planning for an
onsite Graduation following the above arrangements and
details of this will be communicated to Grade 6s and their
families when confirmed.

Chief Health Officer Message for parents
or carers of school-aged children
Dear parents, carers and guardians,
As students in both mainstream and specialist
settings recommence on-site learning in Term 4, I
want to thank you all for your efforts during this
challenging time. I also want to reassure you that
the health, wellbeing and safety of children, young
people and those involved in their education
continues to be of paramount importance.
Throughout the pandemic we have closely monitored the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19) on
schools; the strategies that can be implemented in
schools to reduce risk; and the health impacts of
coronavirus (COVID-19) on children and young
people, including those with a disability or complex
medical condition.
Research by Murdoch Children’s Research Institute
found that coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in
schools is uncommon when community transmission is low. A summary report of these findings is
available to read.

Mrs Trezise and Mrs Moore giving a big seal of
approval after the ‘taste test’!
Sun Smart/Drink Bottles Reminder
Just a reminder that students require their broad-brimmed school
hat during Terms 1 and 4. Students are also to bring their own
drink bottle from home every day. (Under DET COVID-19
regulations drinks taps have been turned off).

With declining case numbers in the community, I am
confident that the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19)
transmission in mainstream and specialist schools is
very low, when we have in place a range of health
and safety measures.
The health and safety measures recommended for
schools focus on the strategies we know are most
effective. These include ensuring unwell staff and
students remain home, good hand hygiene,
enhanced cleaning and wearing face masks (only
contd page 2 ...
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Positive Behaviour Awards
Prep K
King

Prep M
Moore

NEO M-S
For being resilient, trying his best and
persisting with tasks when they become
challenging. Fantastic effort Neo!
JORDON H-C
For showing resilience when persisting with
maths, always trying your best. Keep up the
great work. Well done Jordon!

MAX D
For showing great resilience in your learning
and always trying your personal best. When
1/2C
faced with a challenge in maths you
Crompton
continued to work hard to overcome it.
Well done Max!

1/2J
James

1/2R
Ractliffe

NATHAN H
For trying your personal best in reading and
writing this week. You are working really
hard to improve your handwriting.
Keep up the great work!
OLLIE R

For making a huge effort all week and
consistently challenging himself to do a great job.
Well done!

3/4T
Trezise

THOMAS A
For persisting with your writing and trying
again. You showed real resilience Thomas
and because of that you created a fantastic
piece of writing. Well done!

5/6D

TIA S
For persisting with hard tasks in maths. You
should be proud of your improved skills Tia.
Well done!

Duckett

5/6O
O’Brien

ALEX M-M
For demonstrating resilience when things got
challenging, you were able to accept
responsibility, stay positive and move on.
Well done Alex!

Calendars
Wallington Primary School calendars for 2021 have been sent
home to all families. These are printed free of charge by local
businesses. We will sending more calendars home with the
eldest child for families to help distribute these.

mandatory for those 12 years and over attending
high schools). Temperature screening is not
currently recommended for schools, given low levels
of community transmission. I encourage you to read
the health and safety advice for schools for further
information on what schools are doing to keep
students and staff safe.
The most important thing I ask of every family this
term is to keep your child home from school if they
have even the mildest coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms and to get tested as soon as possible.
Staying home when unwell is one of our strongest
measures to limit the spread of the virus. For more
information on what to do if your child is unwell, see
this fact sheet.
The good news is that evidence continues to show
that children are less impacted by the virus, and are
less likely to develop severe illness. Additional
advice for families has been developed for those
with medical vulnerabilities to support decision
making about on-site learning at this time.
Working together to implement COVIDSafe strategies, I am confident Victoria’s students can continue
to safely attend school throughout Term 4.
Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer

Book Week Dress Ups.
Some very creative and curious creatures
appeared that day!

