WALLINGTON Primary School
NEWSLETTER
Principal: Glen Lauder

School Council President: Glenn Smethurst

Term 4 Calendar
Fri 9 Oct
Tue 20 Oct
Wed 21 Oct
Thu 22 Oct
Fri 23 Oct

Parents & Friends Zoom Meeting 10am
Book Week Celebration
Geelong Cup Holiday
Footy Colours Day
AFL Grand Final Holiday

Calendar of events can be viewed on the school website. Go to:
http://www.wallington-ps.vic.edu.au/mevents

PRINCIPAL NEWS
Welcome Back for Term 4
It is great to have everyone back at school again this week. I am
blown away by how resilient our children are and how they have
rolled with the punches through all of this upheaval. They have
relished being back with their friends and teachers and the school
feels alive with all the normal sounds that I am used to hearing during
the day. Teachers are very conscious of the need to build up the
learning stamina again and are taking lots of very short brain breaks
throughout the day. I expect lots of them will be tired by the end of
the week.
Curriculum Focus Term 4
Throughout term four the focus of the curriculum for all grades will
be literacy and numeracy. Teachers will be focusing their lessons on
building the children’s literacy and numeracy skills for the remainder
of the year. We will also have a wellbeing focus throughout the year
to promote positive mental health.
Public Holidays
Please mark in your diaries that the school will be closed for the
Geelong Cup Wednesday 21st October and the AFL Grand Final
public holiday Friday 23rd October. School will be open on Thursday
22nd October and will hold Footy Colours Day where students can
come dressed supporting their club.
Strawberry Fair 2021
Due to the uncertainty regarding COVID-19 and large gatherings in
2021 the Strawberry Fair Committee in consultation with School
Council have decided to cancel the 2021 Strawberry Fair. The safety
of the school community was at the forefront of our minds and all
involved believed this was the best course of action. We will use this
break to evaluate the Strawberry Fair and look forward to bring it
back in 2022. If rules and guidelines allow we look to hold a smaller,
more school based fair/event in 2021.
SunSmart in Term 4
Wide-brimmed school hats are now required for students when
playing outside and during outside activities such as PE. Hats are
available at the office for $10.
Transitions
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children
moving from kindergarten into Prep and the Grade 6s moving into
Year 7. Plans are currently being developed to ensure a safe transition
process. We will also look to expand our internal transition processes
this year in recognition of the disruptions from this year. We know
some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year
due to the disruptions of coronavirus (COVID-19 ).
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We know some families are worried that their child may have
to repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus (COVID19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of
repeating a year to catch up. Instead, we will use teaching
strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help
students meet their learning needs.
Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best
option for almost every child is to stay with their peer group,
whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, moving
from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary school, or students
moving up any year level in between.
Cleaning
Extended and increased cleaning arrangements introduced
last term will continue for all of term 4. This involves
progressive cleaning throughout the day to ensure that risks of
transmission are reduced for high-touch services. The
playground is also cleaned throughout the day.
Wallington Cricket Club Juniors
Get ready. Get your calendars out. Tell your mates, tell your
kids, tell everyone. Mark the date: Junior cricket is back on
October 16 for under 11 and 13 and
October 30 for have a blast.
The countdown is on and we need new players, coaches,
helpers. We are calling out all those girls and boys who are
missing their team sport with no winter sport this year, help us
to get as many kids on board as possible.
We are coming up to speed with all the new COVID protocols
that we will need to adhere to.
Registering for the Woolworths have a blast program or under
11 or 13 can be done via my cricket Australia and searching for
our club Wallington.
With more announcements expected we will pass that
information on as soon as it comes to hand. Any questions
please phone Dave on 0439 337 518. How good is cricket!
Why it’s good to talk about tough topics with children
Divorce, illness, death, sex, natural disasters – they’re all part
of life. Talking about tough topics is one way you can help
your child deal with life’s difficulties.
If you encourage open communication about tough topics, your
child learns that she can always talk to you. She’ll understand
that you’ll be there to listen if something is worrying her.
This is a great foundation for communication in the teenage
years.
Also, talking about tough topics strengthens your child’s ability
to think, solve problems and communicate. It also helps to
build your child’s resilience.
And talking about tough topics with your child gives you a
chance to explain values and beliefs that are important to your
family.
Talking about tough topics can be important for children’s
wellbeing. When children have the chance to express and work
through feelings, it can help them to cope with stress.
School-age children
At this age, children have more emotional maturity and understand more complex emotions – but new emotions are still
overwhelming for them sometimes. Their brains are developing
rapidly, and they can absorb new information quickly. Their
worlds have expanded too, and they might come across more
tough topics through the media or conversations with other
children at school.
Contd Pg 2 ...

Premiers’
Reading Challenge
“A BIG congratulations to
our 28 students from P-6
who participated in the
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge this year.
We had 1849 books read!
Now in its 16th year, the Challenge continues to
encourage young Victorians to pick up a book and jump
right in. Since it began in 2005, the Challenge has inspired
more than 3 million young Victorians to read more than
50 million books. Even more, it’s helped these same young
Victorians discover a lifelong love of reading.
So, well done to everyone who has picked up a book
during the remote learning period and continued to
develop your love of reading! I hope this challenge has
inspired and challenged you as the wonderful readers you
are. We will be giving out printed awards to these
students later in the term. Congratulations everyone.
Mrs Ractliffe
Premier Challenge Coordinator

Dear Parents and Carers,
On Tuesday the 20th of October,
Wallington Primary School will
be celebrating Book Week.
Students will participate in some
book week activities in their
classrooms and they are invited
to dress up as a book character.
Staff at Wallington Primary School are aware that there has
been some daily pressures this year, alternatively students can
dress up a soft toy. Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions, unfortunately the Book Week Day will look a little different this
year with students remaining in their class groups for the parade and we are unable to have parents onsite. We are really
excited for a fun filled day celebrating the wonders of picture
story books.
Kind regards,
Wallington Primary School Staff
Music Lessons (formerly run by Meagan Burch Music)

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be held TOMORROW, Friday
9th October at 10am via Zoom. All welcome to
come along and hear the latest updates for Term 4.
Parents Social Horseriding Group
The next ride is on Friday 16th October at Spring Creek Trail
rides. For more information you can join our facebook group
“WALLINGTON SOCIAL HORSERIDING GROUP”. All riding
levels are welcome.
Contd from Pg 1 …

This means that when you talk about tough topics with your school
-age child, you can talk about more complex emotions and go
into more detail. For example:
 ‘Death means not living anymore, like the flowers die so they
don’t grow anymore. Or the dog died so he doesn’t eat and play
anymore. All living things die some time.’
 ‘We both love you. But Dad and I don’t want to be married to
each other anymore. Dad and I will live in different houses, but
we’ll both look after you.’
 ‘To make a baby, a sperm from a man and an egg from a woman
join together.’
 ‘I know it was scary when we had to leave home because of the
fire. But remember how we followed our bushfire plan? And
then lots of people helped us know what to do next.’
It’s always good to be aware of what your child is seeing or talking about at child care, preschool or school, as well as what she
might be seeing in the media. This can give you the chance to raise
tough topics with your child before she asks and guide her through
them.
Planning for tough conversations
It’s a good idea to think about tough topics before your child asks.
This way you’ll be prepared when a tough topic comes up. Here
are some tips to help you plan for difficult conversations:
 Tell your child sad or scary news yourself if you can, or ask
someone who knows your child well to talk to your child. Tell
your child as soon as you can after the event.
 If there’s time to plan ahead, choose a time when you’re both
relaxed. If you can, choose a private and comfortable place to
talk.
 Be honest. For example, ‘Yes, Dad is going to live with Sally
now. But that doesn’t mean he doesn’t love you any more’.
 Let your child know that he can ask you questions.
 Really listen to your child after you’ve started the conversation.
Make eye contact and get down to your child’s level. You might
find it useful to say her feelings back to her to check that you
understand what she’s saying.
 Use a past event to help your child understand a more recent
one. For example, if you’re talking about a recent bushfire, you
could tell your child what happened after the Black Friday bushfires. You could reassure him by focusing on how people coped
and worked together to rebuild.
 Be ready to comfort your child with lots of cuddles if you need
to.
 Come back to the tough topic in a week if your child doesn’t
raise it with you. Your child needs time to process what you’ve
been talking about, but she might also need encouragement to
talk about it again.
Storybooks can often be good conversation starters for kids of all
ages. Try your local library or search online for ideas.
Topics you have trouble with
There might be things you find really difficult to talk about. This
could be because of your own background or your cultural and
religious values. Or it could be because the tough topic affects you
also, like divorce. If this sounds like you, you could consider talking to your partner or a friend about the issues that are difficult for
you.
It’s OK to have feelings and to let your child know what they are.
But if you show too much distress, it might not be good for your
child. Your child might copy your reaction or find it upsetting. If
you get too distressed when talking or thinking about tough topics, talk to your GP or health professional. For example, if
you’ve been through a traumatic event, you might find that talking
about similar topics upsets you.

